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board, and that he will agree to re-
consider the clause under which the board
can only take certain action at the dire..
tion of the Minister.

I would prefer to see it possible for the
board to take action with the approval of
the Minister. I am not criticising the pyo-
vision of considerable power for the Min-
ister. When the Government and the
Treasury undertake responsibility under
such legislation-as I have heard it argued
in this House-I believe we should be pre-
pared to accept, within reason, that the
Minister must retain a certain amount or
authority, but I think too much arbitrary
authority vested in the Minister or in a
hoard of this nature is likely to defeat tht
object that the growers have in mind when
pressing for legislation of this kind.

Hon. G. B. Wood: The Minister has the
same authority with the present board.

Ilon. H. L. ROCHE. If that is so, I
think he has perhaps a little too much
power in some respects. I am not mnuch
afraid of what a reasonably constituted
hoard, representing the producers and the
Government, would do in the matter of the
export trade. T imagine they would do
everything to foster it, but at the same time
I dia not Want to see such restriction placed
on the proeduction of barley that the pro-
ducer of feed barley is put in an impossible
position, or that the restriction should
operate to an extent that would preclude re-
turned soldiers from the recent war-whom
we hope will some day be prod ucers-from
growing barley. That is a matter which is
subject to the approval of the board tinder
its powers, but ait the same* time the Bill
could be very restrictive. When the Mtinis-
ter replies to the debate I hope he will b+e
able to give some assurance on these points.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
idjourned.

ouse adjourned at 8.50 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.

As to -Permits to Build and Homos Erected.

Mr. WATTS asked the Premier:
1, How many applications for permits to

build their own dwellings have been made to
the Workers' Homes Board in the last 12
months by-

(a) married couples without children;
(hi) couples about to marry?

How many of each of (a) and (b) have
been granted permits?

2, When did the board decide against the
granting of permits in cases where only two
people were to be housed 9

3. What were the reasons taken into con-
sideration in arriving at such decision?

4, How many homes built under the Com-
monwealth-State Housing Scheme have been
allotted-

(a) to married couples without child-
ren;

(bi) to married couples with one child'?

5, How many applications far homes n-
der the Commonwealth-State Housing,
Scheme have been received since the incep-
tion of the scheme from-

(a) persons in the metropolitan area;
(b) persons outside that area?

0, How many homes have been built or
approved under such scheme in-

(a) the metropolitan area;
(b) outside that area?
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7, How many applications for permits to
build their own dwellings have been re-
ceived-

(a) from persons in the metropolitan
area;

(Ii) from persons outside that area,
and how many in each case have been
refused?

8, How many applications have been re-
ceived from Service personnel of the 1939-45
war under the War Service Homes Act?

9, How many such applications have been
approved?

10, How many homes have been provided
either by erection or purchase?

The PREMIER replied:
1, 3,502 applications for permitse to build

their own homes were received during the 12
months ended the 30th June, 1946. No classi-
lication has been kept showing the proportion
received from married couples without child-
ren, or couples about to marry. In very ex-
tenuating circumstances, permits have heen
issued to married couples without children,
and no permits have been issued to couples
about to marry, except under the War Ser-
vice Homes Act, where applicants receive
attention according to the date of applica-
tion.

2, The decision against the granting of
permits in eases where only two people are
to be housed was instituted to assist in over-
coming the lag in homes for families and
was made at the inception of the permit
system. The same policy was adopted by
the Department of War Organisation of
Industry.

3, All permits are issued on the basis of
hardship, and it is, considered that persons
with families and without proper housing
facilities are suffering greater hardship than
those wvithout families. It is considered
essential that the new homes erected should
provide accommodation for 'pebple with
families.

4, The number of Commonweal th-State
rental houses allocated to married couples
without children, or with one child only is as
follows:-(a) To married couples without
children, 3. (h) To married couples with
one child, 42.

5, The number of applications receiveft
under the Common wealth- State Housing

Agreement is:-(a) From persons in the
metropolitan area, 3,720. (b) From persons
outside the metropolitan area, 1,055.

0, The number of houses approved under
the scheme is 1,356, of which 369 had been
completed and 372 were nder construction
at the 31st August, 1946. Of these, 583 are
in the metropolitan area and 158 in the
country.

7, The information regarding applica-
tions for permits to build from persons
within the metropolitan area and from those
outside the metropolitan area is not readily
available, but the following information is
furnished ;-Period ended the 30th June,
1946--Ap pl ications for permits, 3,502. Ap-
plications approved: Metropolitan area, 863.
Outside metropolitan area, 614-1,477.

During the period March to June, 1946,
comparative figures of grants and refusals
were as follows :-(a) Metropolitan area,
351 granted, 572 refused. (b) Outside
metropolitan area, 315 granted, 198 refused.
Total: 666 granted, 770 refused.

8, Applications received under the War
Service Homes Act from Service personnel
of the 1939-45 war numbered 2,230.

9, 509 have been approved.

10, The number of homes provided under
tha War Service Homes Act is 178.

RAILWAYS.

(a) As to Perth-Bunbury Passenger Service.

Mr. MeLARTY asked the Minister for
Railways:

Would he state-

1, When it is proposed to improve the
passenger service on the Perth-Bunbury line?7

2, What improvements are contemplated?

The MINISTER replied:
1, The train service was augmented from

the 99th September, 1946, by an additional
Diesel-electric rail car service from Perth to
Collie departing at 6 p.m. on Sundays and
returning ex Collie at 8.30 a.m. on Mondays.

2, The Railway Department will operate
road passenger services between Bunbury
and South-West towns in the near future and
in conjunction with these services it is pro-
posed to run a fast day train between Perth
and Bunbury, but this train will not eater
for intermediate travellers.
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(b) As to Cottesloc Station Crossing.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

1, Is he aware that a number of persons
who cross over the railway line at Cotteslee,
have had their names and addresses taken by
an officer of the department?

2, What is the object of this procedure?

3, Has he given consideration to providing
a recognised crossing space at ground level
with suitable warning signs to accommodate
pedestrians and prams?

The MINISTER replied:
1, Yes. The names and addresses of nine

persons were taken in a special check by rail-
way investigating officers at Cottesloc on the
9th instant.

2, To prevent tr~spassing and damage to
railway fences at this station; also evasion
of ticket collection.

3. No. An overhead bridge is provided
for the purpose of crossing lines, and the
provision of a level crossing for pedestrian
traffic is not considered necessary.

(o) As to Details of Diesel Cars.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways:

What are the following particulars regard-
ing the Diesel rail cars in use on the Western
Australian Government Railways:-

(a) Length of body;
(b) diameter of driving wheels;
(ce) diameter of bogie wheels;
(dt) bogie wheel base;
(e) between bogie pivot and driving

wheels;
if) maximum speed;

(g)

(j)

weight unladen;
weight on driving wvheels;
engine, make, power, type;
lighting?

The MINISTER replied:
(a) Power car, Olft. Trailer, S2ft.
(b) Power ear, 2ft. l1A2in.
(c) Power ear, 2ft. 7 /in. Trailer, 2ft.

7 1/2in.
(d) Power ear, 6ft. Oin. Trailer, Oft. (fin.
(c) Power car Sft. 3in.
(f) 45 miles per hour.
(g) Power car, unladen 29 tons 6 cwt. 0

qtr. Trailer, 11 tons 13 cwt. 0 qtr.

(h) Uinlade% 9 tons. Loaded, 10 tons 3
ewt. 2 qtr.

(i) Armstrong Saurer, 1.20 h.p.r., six-
cylinder Diesel.

(j) Incandescent.

BILL-COUNTRY AREAS WATER
SUPPLY.

Introduced by the Minister for Works
and read a first time.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AmENDMENT.
Recommittal.

On motion by ',%r. Graham, Bill recom-
mitted for the further consideration of
Clauses 5 and 7.

In Colnnnttee.

'Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause 6--Amendment of Section 9:

Mr. GRAHAM: When the Bill was pre-
viously in Committee, I submitted some
amendments which, to my mind, at the time
appeared to be somewvhat cumbersome. Since
then it has been possible to have them
drafted in proper form in order to achieve
the objects then sought. I therefore move
an amendment-

That a new subelause be inserted as to)-
lows:-'' 1(5) in respect of any motor
vehicle for which a license granted under
this section shall expire prior to the first
day of July, one thousand nine hundred
and forty-seven, the local authority may,
on application duly made for a further
license for such vehicle, and notwithstand-
ing the provisions of the preceding sub-
sections of this section, grant a license for
such number of months not exceeding the
number applied for as the local authority
shall determine. The fee payable for the
license granted shall be such amount as
bears to the license fee for a license for
twelve months the same ratio as the period
for which the license is granted bears to
a period of twelve months, and, the local
.authority shall make any necessary refund
accordingly.''.

I have discussed the matter with officers of
the Public Works Department and the
Traffic Branch. They are unanimous as to
the desirability of adopting the procedure
set out in the amendment. The object is to
arrive at a position as from next year when
new licenses will operate for 32 months from
the date of their issue. Thus loca! authuvi-
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ties will be given an opportunity to SpYeil
the issuing of licenses, although it will not
be compulsory for them to do so. The object
is to overcomes the rush for licenses at ftc
traffic office in the last few weeks of June
and the first f ew weeks of July and, to a
lesser extent, at the half-yearly licensing
period. I also discussed the matter with the
secretary of the Royal Automiobile Club, ulho
assures me that his club is solidly beQhind
the amendment. So far as new license; are
concerned, there need be no opposition to
the amendment. The perfect system would be
one where the licenses were issued smoothly
and regularly throughout the Year. We
should not have these acute rush periods
followed by slack periods.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
the member for East Perth, has told the
Committee, he did explain the effect of this
amendment some little time ago and arrange-
ments were subsequently made for him to
have the conferences to which lie referred.
At the conferences it was unanimously
agreed that the principle of the amendment
was desirable, as it would enable the licens-
ing authority in any district to make a bet-
ter spread of the renewal of licenses than
would be pIossible otherwise. In other wvord~s,
it wvill bring into being, much quicker, a
larger measure of benefit from the proposed
system of staggering the licensing period.
Instead of the licenses now due to expire
on the 30th June next being renewed for
a further 12 months and thus having a very
large number of end-of-June-renewals for
several years to come, the proposed system
could be operated by the licensing authori-
ties for the purpose of breaking down the
great bulk of the renewals at the end of
June in each year.

Unless this principle were included in
the Bill, the system of staggering the
licensing period would benefit only People
buying new or secondhand vehicles be-
cause they would be the only ones to
have their licenses run from the actual
date of licensing until the expiry date.
Those whose licenses are due to expire on
the 30th June next would, in the majority
of cases, renew for the next 12 months so
that there would he this great hulk of
licenses continuing for several years even
under the system of staggering. The amend-
went will allow the licensing authorities to
reduce the number of licenses falling due in

June of each year by smoothing them out
over a period of from two to six months.
There may be some arguments against this
principle--I can think of some myself-
but I cannot think of any sufficiently
strong to outweigh the undoubted advan-
tages contained in the amendment, which I
propose to support.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The amend-
ment speaks of "local authority" and the
Minister speaks of "licensing authority."
Should "local authority" be amended?9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. The
definition in the Act refers to "local author-
ity."1

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 7-Anuendment'of Section 22:
Mr. GRAHAM: This relates to the issue

of drivers' licenses and will establish a new
principle in the Bill. The same arguments
that applied to the vehicle licenses apply
equally to those of drivers. Instead of a
rushed period and then a slack period, the
issue of drivers' licenses wvill be spread more
or less evenly over the whole 12 months.
Once again the argument in favour of the
amiendmnent has particular force so far as
the central Truffle Office is concerned. The
problem is not so great in the country dis-
districts where there are not so many appliea-
tions for renewals. The cost of a driver's
license is actually 5d. per month; it is 55.
for the 12 months. It might happen that
my driver's license wvill expire on the 30th
June next. Well, instead of then paying
5is. for it to expire on the 30th June, 1948,
I might be asked to take it out so that it
would expire on the 31st August, 1948,
wvhen I would pay 5s. i10d. for the license.
That system would operate on the first oc-
casion only. After the year of adjustment
the license w~ould fall due at regular 12-
monthly intervals. Arrangements might be
made so that the date of renewal of a
person's driver's license and his vehicle
license wvould, so far as possible, coincide. I
move an amendment-

That at the end of proposed new Sub-
section (3) the following proviso be
added:-" Provided that, in respect of anly
license under this section which may be
granted and issued during the year one
thousand aine hundred and forty-seven,
the license shall remain in force for such
Dumber of montbs not being less than six
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nor more than eighteen as the Commis-
sioner of Police or memaber of Police Force
granting the same shall determine and
shall specify in tile license issued.''

There is a limiting factor in that the period
shall be not less than six nor more than 18
months. That gives a spread of 12 months
in order to bring about a regular and steady
flow of applications.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
logical that we should allow the same prin-
ciple that applies to motor vehicle licenses
to be applied to the renewal of drivers'
liees. If a person whose motor vehicle
license is to aspire on the 30th June next,
has hi3 succeedingw period of license made
to corer ina months he would, I imagine:,
desire that his driver's license should cover
the same period. It would be inconvenient
for him to have his motor vehicle license
running out on one date and his driver's
license on another,

lion. N. Keenan: Is a driver's license
ever issued for less than 12 months?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not think so under the present law, but the
amendment will give to the licensing author-
ity, or the local authority, the right to ad-
just the period of license for the vehicle and
the right to adjust the period of the driver's
license. Therefore the two will be kept to-
gether, which is desirable. I support the
amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill reported with further amendments.

BILL-EUSINESS NAMES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

SILLr-TOTALISATOR DUTY ACT
AMENDIMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL.--fIMDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMhENT.

Second Reading.
Order of the flay read for the resumption

from the 19th September of the debate on
the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1946-47.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 19th September on the
general discussion on the Treasurer's Finan-
cial Statement; Mr. J. Hegincy in the Chair.

General debate concluded: votes end
items discussed as follows:-

Vote--Legislative Council £2,760-put and
passed.

Votes-Legislative Assembly, £3,72S;
Joint House Committee, £5,498; Joint Print-
ing Committee, £6,472; Joint Library Corn-
mitte Bc 340; Premier's Office, Z18,535;
Treasury1 £33,826; Governor's Establish-
ment, £3,324; Executive Council, £65-arcd
to.

Vote--London Agency, £11,937:

Mr. McDONALD: I had some observa-
tions to wake onl this matter some time ago
and this seems an opportune time to make
further reference to the subject, as there is
to be a change in the appointment to the
office of Agent General. I know that Mr.
and Mrs. Tray have rendered meritorious ser-
vice to the State and to Australian Service-
men and women during a difficult period, but
I repeat that the Agent General's Depart-
ment should be the subject of a periodical
report-at least annually-to be laid on the
Table of the House. It should he a very
informative document.

The Premier: I quite agree with that,

Mr. McDONALD: There would be no,
harm even in having a quarterly report dur-
ing the next three or four years, but at all
events there should be a half-yearly or yearly
report covering such matters as the pros-
pects of migration and many other factors
of importance to this State. Now the office
of Agent General is to be filled by a member
of this Parliament, who has had long ex-
perience and is familiar with Government
business and the requirements of our State,
so we may look forward to valuable informa-
tion coming through him to this House.

Hlon. W. D. JOHNSON: One deplores the
fact that so little interest is taken in the
finances of this State. I think the time has
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arrived when this Parliament should make have been badly left, and I regret the fact
some gesture to show that it realises it must
re-adjust its economy in order to meet the
altered conditions that obtain owing to the
encroachment of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. I do not think all the States are ex-
pending the amou~nt per head of population
that we are expending in this State on the
London Agency. I believe we should start
immediately to review the whole of our
economy and see if we can effect some re-
ductions in our expenditure, in view of the
lessening of this State's responsibility in
many spheres. Such an action would indi-
cote to the Grants Commission, and to those
States that are contributing to the needs of
this State, that at last we are alive to the
economic position and are trying to adjust
our resources accordingly. This London
Agency Vote can be approached in that
spirit and it deals with an activity that
might be reviewed. As long as we are getting
grants that are required to meet necessities,
how can we expect the standard States to be
silent and to continue to agree to make extra
contributions to cover Budet deficiences?

Over the years, I have on many occasions
said that as our responsibility declines, owing
to the Commonwealth Government accepting
financial responsibility, we should adjust our
State economy accordingly. If we do not do
so, our economy will not be sound and we
will not be able to continue. For years I
have tried to get the House to appreciate how
unfair it is for us to disregard our respon-
sibilities in economising, wvhile expecting the
Commonwealth and the other States to assist
us, year after year. This department is one
that could be reviewed without doing in-
justice to the State or to any individual. We
have reached a period when, in my opinion,
the whole matter should be reviewed. There
are other means that I could mention, hut if
I attempted to do so on this Vote, I would
he out of order. I have used this one to ex-
plain my views on the subject. Had I been
alert enough to use the general discussion
period to condemn the economy of the State,
I could have done so. I have been going into
the public accounts very thoroughly and I
proposed to review-them at some length. Evi-
dently the Leader of the Opposition knew
all about the arrangement, though he was
not going to he called upon to speak. We
had no intimation whatever of the arrange-
ment made between the Government and the
Opposition, with the result that I for one

exceedingly.

Mr. NORTH: I am glad that this Vot
is being discussed because the London
Agency is not on most occasions given suf-
ficient attention. The London Agency might
be used generally for ascertaining details of
some of the post-war schemes in Britain

that might be applied in this State. I have
some information about what is known as
the Reilly Plan which is being tested out at
the Woodchurch Estate, Birkenhead, York-
shire. This scheme provides for a com-
pletely new design in living that would be
of great assistance to the local authorities if
we could, through the Minister in ciharge of
local government, get into touch with it
through the Agent General. We would then
have an opportunity of finding out some-
thing about the benefits of this scheme. At
present we know nothing about it except
what we have gleaned from articles in the
Press and from hearsay.

The Reilly Plan is a new design for living
which would be of great benefit to the local
authorities that cared to adopt it. The pla
deals with the areas to be set out by local
authorities for the building of new homes.
At present, so far as I am aware, practically
the whole of the new building now in pro-
gress in Western Australia is on orthodox
lines, and no change has been made in the
lay-out of streets or to provide in other
ways for the convenience of the people.
During the war, and perhaps previous to
the war, we heard that new ideas were being
introduced for improving housing designs,
and not merely from the point of viewv of
the homes themselves, and that these ideas
were being circulated so that people could
study them.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not wish to
burke discussion, but the Vote before the
Chamber is that of the London Agency. If
the lion. member considers the Vote should
be reduced or revicwced, his remarks would
be quite in order, hut he is not entitled at
this time to discuss the question of the lay-
out of homec, and such-like matters.

Air. NORTH: In view of your ruling,
Air. Chairman, I will content myself by say--
ing that I consider we could make use of
the Agent General to find out something
about such schemes. In the past, we hav'e
not used the London Agency sufficiently for
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the benefit of the State. It is true, as has
been mentioned many time;, that the Lon-
don Agency was instituted mainly for the
raising of loans, apart from work such as
the general advertising of the State and the
obtaining of migrants for the State. For
many years the raising of loans in London
has been a thing of the past, and therefore
the time isi opportune to rdise the question
of improving the activities of the Agency
along the lines I have indicated. In view of
your ruling, Mr. Chairman, I will defer any
further remarks pending the moving of a
separate motion, when I shall be in order.

Mr. MeLAB TV: Will the Premier in-
form us what additional activities the Agent
General's office will undertake to account

for the increase of £2,000 in the Vote9 In
the past the Agent General played an im-
portant part when we were borrowing in
London, but those days have gone. Ap-
parently the most important work in future
will be to give publicity to the State and to
attract migrants for the State. In this
work the Agent General could render most
valuable service. I consider that such work
should not be left to the Federal authorities,
We need someone who has an intimate
knowledge of Western Australian condition,;
to advise us en migration matters. Through
the AgeCnt General, we should endeavour to
get as many young migrants as possible.
The various homes including the Fairbnidge
Farm School are practically empty. The
Fairbridge Farm School has proved to be
an ideal place to bring up young children,
and we have examples of the soundness of
its work in turning out thousands of first-
class citizens. The Agent General shoul -d
play a most important part in future in
dealing -with migration and'sbould he able
to publicise the general prospects offered by
this State.

The PREMIER: I cannot agree at all
with the remarks of the member for Guild-
ford-Midland regarding the possible dwind-
ling of the responsibilities of the London
Agency. I think the time is now when the
responsibilities of the States in their re-
spective spheres, both internally and abroad,
should be constantly watched. In consult a-
tion, the Premiers of all the States agreed
that Australia, through the several Statei.
should collaborate not only in England hut
also in other countries of the world where
it is felt that direct State representation

would be of advantage to Australia as a
whole and where it could not be admitted that
all the work requisite in the interests of the
States could 130 attended to by the Com-
monwealth. As regards the hon. member's
statement of his not having been alert
enouigh to know what was happening in the
House, I can make no statemeut beyond
mentioning that unfortunately the Minister
for Agriculture was in conference with an-
other Minister on very important mritters af-
fecting admnistration, and I simply ar-
ranged the business as was necessary by
postponing two items. If the hon, member
did not speak, it was not my fault, because
there have been weeks of opportunity for
him to do0 so.

Hon. W". D. Johnson: The end of the
general debate came so quickly.

The PREMIER: In commenting on the
point raised by' the member for Murray-
Wellington, I am hoping that the matters
requiring the attention of the London
Agency will expand, and I believe that a
very close watch should he kept on after-the-
war interests that may prove of great bene-
fit to the State. The increased expenditure
will be incurred because of the changing of
Agents General-bringing one home and
conveying the other to London.

Mr. WATTS: I agree with the -remarks
made by the member for West Perth as to
the necessity for a report being presentd,
as has not been done at least for many
years, of the activities of the Agent General.
I recall having made some remarks on this
subject a few weeks ago during the general
debate, and I was glad to hear from the
Premier, by way of interjection when the
member for West Perth was speaking, that
hie felt the same way as that hon. member
did. In the net result, I hope we shall have
such a report as an annual feature. But r
do not agree with the member for Guild-
ford-Midland. It is very rarely that I do
agree with him, though there have been
some rare and important occasions when we
have reachied agreement on some matters.
Seemingly the hon. member proposes that,
at a time when the development of this
State was never more important, at a time
when we expect that in the reasonably near
future some attempt will be made to revive
migration and presumably people wvill come
to this State in fair proportion, Western
Australia should be left in London, the only
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one of the Australian States, without a re-
presentative to look after its particular and
peculiar interests.

I have no hesitation in saying that the
bon. gentleman, in expressing the views lie
did, was, to put it mildly, displaying a most
peculiar attitude towards the interests of
Western Australia. I venture to say that
it is highly desirable that the type of person
to be brought to this State should be the
subject of the most searching investigation.
MaLny of the schemes that operated in past
years might easily have become failures-in
some instances they did-because of the
lack of attention or the giving of insuffici-
ent attention to this aspect of the matter.
Eight or nine years ago the point of vie:.'
expressed by' the member for Guildford-
Ifidland might to some degree have been
tenable, but I submit that at present it
would be extremely detrimental to the in-
terests of the State if we wvere for a period
of years without the services of an Agent
General to safeguard, protect and encour-
age the interests of the State.

-In my view, the possibility of interesting
British business firms in coming to this
State is one to which the Agent General
should pay some attention. At least no hai n
could be done if he endeavoured to extend~
our industrial development in this mariner.
T am satisfied that there are opportunities
for extending our industrial development
by the intervention of firms from the Old
Country. JIust at this very time, after we
have passed through almost seven years of
war and when all sorts of things are retro-
gressing, just when we are looking forward
to making progress, the hon. gentleman
wants to put a sprag in the wheel by say-
ing "We shall have no Agent General; we
shall have no representation in London."
If his advice were followed, this would be
the only State without such representation,
and the net result would be that Western
Australia's interests, which have been not
too well looked after in the past by our
colleagues of the Eastern States, would have
no one from Western Australia to foster
them. That certainly will not suit me.

The gentleman who has recently' been ap-
pointed to the position of Agent General
and will take office in a few months' time
seems to mec to be one who, because of his
experience of the industries carried on in
the State, because of the knowledge lie pos-

sesses of those industries, and moreover be-
cause of the undoubted ability which he
must have and which he has demonstrated
in his leadership of the Legislative Council
for miafly years, will worthily represent the
State, if given an opporunity without inter-
ferenec from the member for Guildford-
Midland and people like him, and will play
a very prominehit part in the activities that
are necessary for the development of the
State along the lines I have indicated and,
perhaps, along other lines also. Therefore
I trust no support will be given to the
hon. member in the proposition he has Just
made to the Committee.

Mr. LESLIE: I take it that the activities
of the Agent General in London are not of
necessity confined to the British Isles. I
would not be agreeable to any such sugges-
tion. Mention was made in the earlier part
of the debate on the General Estimates of
the fact that wve stand almost on the brink
of another wvar. Certainly the relationship
that exists today between the nations can-
not by any means be said by anyone to be
happy. The appointment of an Agent
General in London wvho is, or should be, in
close contact with what is taking place on
the European Continent, is necessary, pro-
vided his activities and interests extend be-
yond the shores of England itself.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: Why do You not
say Great Britain?

Mr. LESLIE: Very well, I will say Great
Britain! The shores of Scotland are in-
eluded in that. A good Agent General over
there can assist materially in achieving a
better understanding between the people of
this country and the people of countries
oversea, provided we adopt a policy which
will permit those people to accept that we
are sincere in our desire to help them. Aus-
tralia was fortunate during the recent war,
inasmuch as it was not touched in any way, .
Compare our circumsances with those of
the people in Europe and England itself!
In European countries there is devastation.
Those places have been wrecked entirely
out of production and they are endeavour-_
ing to re-establish themselves; endeavonring
to secure the three essential things of life,
before they look for anything else. The
three things to which 1 refer arc those upon
which our standard of living is judged.
They are food, wvarnmth and shelter. We need
nothing more than those things, and the
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greater the extent to which we can supply
the people with those three essentials, the
higher will we raise their standard of liv-
ing.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will confine himself to the Vote.

Mr. LESLIE: I am doing so. I want to
point out that Australia-and Western
Australia in particular-can supply those
three essential commodities. I believe it is
because nations beyond the seas are look-
ing at us jealously, looking at the resources
we hare and considering that we are dis-
inclined to use those resources to the full-
est possible extent to assist them, that there
is abroad a spirit of suspicion and jealousy.
If the policy of our Government is correct,
it is the Agent General's job to attempt to
dispel that spirit. It is his task to point
out that while we speak of full employment
we realise that before that can be achieved
there must be a policy of full production;
and that the talk of restriction that takes
place today because we are afraid we are
not going to secure a payable price for our
commodities, is not going to affeet their be..
ig- able to obtain from us the things they

need. If we are able to do that and apply
that policy, that is the main thing. Not
only must our Agrent General be able to talk
about these things in this way, but we, by
our actions here, must back him up with
proof that not only have we these resources
-of which they are aware-but also that we
intend to the fuflest possible extent to make
our products available to them. If mem-
hers care to study reports on the standard
of living as it has applied throughout thu
world, they will find that, pre-war, on an
average two-thirds of the nations had a
lower standard of living than we consider
reasonable. That means that they have been
with-out those essentials I mentioned-food,
warmth and shelter.

In Australia we have reached the stage in
our standard of living in which food,
warmth and shelter come to us almost na-
turally. Certainly today there is a short-
age of somec commodities, but that has been
brought ablout by artificial means. There is
no shortage in our resources. We look be-
yond those three essentials and seek artificial
luxuries to boost our standard of livin. But
the people over there are looking for the
ver~y things that are a secondary considera-
lion to us. If the Government is sincere---

and it can only prove its sineereity by re-
moving every kind of restriction on produc-
tion -of any of those vital commodities-I
consider it one of the Most important jobs
of the Agent General to convince these
People that we have the goods and will sup-
ply them. If he can do this, I am satisfied
that be will achieve in a tangible and definite
way for this country at least one of the es-
senltials of the Atlantic Charter--that is, that
the resources of every country will he avail-
able to other countries.

During the war we spoke about the Atlan-
tie Charter as a morale-builder for the
people of all nations. But today it is a
forgotten thing and steadily we are building
barriers around our countries and maintain-
ing those barriers, Is there any need to be
surprised, therefore, when We find People
of other nations ready to fly at our throatl
Let us renlise that this is a capitalist coun-
try. This country is wealthy beyond the
dreams of the poor people in European
lands. I would ask my friends on the other
side of the Chamber to realise that they can
go back to early history and find a set of
circumstances existing at one time that does
not exist today. In those days there was,, as
they would say, the big bloated capitalist
and the poor downtrodden people. There
'were the people who had, and the people
who had not.

The Minister for Lands: Which Bill are
you speaking on now?

Mr. LESLIE: I am speaking on the
Agent General's Vote.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
will not be speaking much longer unless he
gets back to the subject!

Mr. LESLIE: I will tie-up my remarks.
I Want it to be realised that these people
oversea are today the people who have not
and we are the people who hare. They are
envious of us as a nation, not as individuals,
because we have the resources. We ftnd
people in the Malayan States and Sonib
Asia applying to us for finance, for loans to
enable them to purchase our goods. What
a state for Australia to be in! It is the job
of the Agent General in London to point out
to these people that, while we have these
things, we are not the capitalist country that
the people in Europe, and even England, be-
lieve we are, and that there is no need for

them to cast envious eyes on this land; be-
cause it occupies a unique position in the
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world, and it is the envy of other countries.
It will be his job to point out that while we
appear to be the "hvs and are definitely
a capitalist country-as my friends opposite
would describe it, if they were individualistic
instead of nation alistic-we are prepared to
share what we have.

The Minister for Lands: Menzies said we
were going to be Socialists.

Mr. LESLIE: I san not talking about
Socialists hut about Governments doing
something to remove the policies of restric-
tion that have prevailed. We have to let
these people know that wve are out to meet
their requirements and to make up as far as
possible the losses they suffered during the
war years. We must maintain a good re-
lationship with them and not let artificial
barriers stand in the way. We must let
them see we are prepared to take the things
they can provide and that we need and that,
because Providence has blessed this country,
we arc prepared to make available to them
the three vital necessities for living,-again
I repeat them, and they come only from
primary production-food, warmth and
shelter. If the Agent General can convince
these countries that we in Australia are
open-hearted and are prepared to supply
those goods; and if, at the same time, our
Governments do not talk of imposing re-
strictions, hut remove those that interfere
with maximum production; then the Agent
General will be doing a good job. But he
must be hacked up by good Government.

,Mr. ABBOTT: The Agent General has a
very important function to fulfil both in as~-
sisting migration and in helping industrial
enterprises that desire to establish themn-
.;elves in this country, by supplying them
with information relevant to Western Aun-
tralia. I do not see how the Agent General
iq to make the people of the British Isles
aware of his function on an allowance of
£120 for advertising. That seems to mae to
lie an extraordinarily small amount. Apart
fronm anything else, 25 per cent has to he
deducted from that sum to begin with,
which means that he is allowed something
like £E100 a year for advertising to enable
him to get in touch with those who might be
interested in this State.

There, is no doubt that South Australia
has; always taken the important step of be-
coming acquainted with industries likely to)
be established in Australia. Before the war,

the names of passengers who were leavin
England by boat for this country were cabled
to the South Australian Government, which
made contact with those people on their ar-
rival, paying them every possible courtesy
and furnishing them with every assistance.
I should like tA see our Agent General func-,
tion in a much morc active form in this
respect. The Government of Western Aus-
tralia or the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment could at once be notified by the
Agent General of any people who were com-
ing out by air or were likely to be inter-
ested in the establishment of industrial en-
terprises in this State. If this suggestionk
were adopted and if more advertising were
done I think in the end this would bring
its own reward.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Public Serv~ice Commtissioner,
£2,636.

Mr. NORTH: I suggest the Public Service
Commissioner should be permitted by law-
and the law a?.ered accordingly-to appoint
one or more efficieney officers. We have to
look forward to the idea of a greater Gov-
erment control of enterprises and enlarge-
mnent of the civil service. The State Gov-
ernment might give attention to the suggr-
tion that all these public services, includ-
ing the one under review, should be enabled
to have efficiency officers appointed. By
"iefficiency officer" I mean an officer or offi-
cers whose solo duty it would be, not to
carry out any departmental job, but to do
what is done by big concerns and under-
takings in America, conduct investigations
with a view to cutting down costs, avoiding
wastage, and making suggestions for the im-
proved efficiency of the particular depart-
mecnt or departments concerned. If the
Puiblic Service Commissioner had this power
and Cabinet were to agree to the sugges-
tion being carried into effect, I think he
would get good] results and that this would
be the means of saving thousands of pounds
in the public service, at the same time doing

smtigof an experimental nature that
would be worthwhile. If the Premier has
any doubts about the value of the sugges-
tion, I would refer him to what has been
achieved in America in several big under-
takings and business concerns, whbich, have
been working along these lines.

Vote put and passed.
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Votes--Government M11otor car Service)
£1,610; ASudit, f-21,450; Compassionate
Allowances, £.3,482; Governe~it Stores,
£423,226; Taxation, 412,000-a greed to.

TVote-Workers7 Hoame, Board, £10,047.

Air. MeLARTY: I should like the Premier
to inform me why it is laid down that houses
that are being built by the Workers' Homes
Board today can only be built on a rental
basis. Prior to the war the board was build-
ig homes and they were being purchased on
time payment. I cannot see why that systemi
does not operate today. We know that the
rents that are being charged compared with
those existing before the war are now ab-
-normally high. Even so, the tenants arc only
in the houses on a weekly basis. It does not
matter how long they remain there and what
high rents they pay, they can never own
their homes.

Mr. Smith: That is hardly correct.

Mr. MeLARTY: I think it is. I1 under-
stand that no workrmrs' homes are today being
paid off ander the rental system. I cannot
see that it would make any difference to the
board if it did allow the other system to
operate. Many of the people who are occupy-
ing those houses are permanent residents of
the town in which they live. If they aire per-
manent residents they should be given the
opportunity to pay off the charges on these-
houses on the rental systemn. That would not
in any -way mean that there would be fewer
houses to let. The Premier might give the
Committee some explanation of why tenants
arc unable to purchase these houses and in-
dicate when the system may be altered.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
recall1 that last year legislation 'was intro1

duced in connection with the agreement be-
tween the Commonwealth and the States for
the construction of homes generally and their
rental under the Commonwealth-States'
agreement. That was designed to give to
people whose earnings were sub-standard but
whose responsibilities were great, and who
could not normally pay rent, the opportunity,
in spite of their income, to obtain a home,
the Commonwealth and the States to share
in any less occasioned thereby so that those
people would pay only a proportion of their
income as rent. fluring the war the activities
of the Workers' Homes Board ceased in re-
spect of construction. There is no hindrance
in regard to permits on the priority basis

for such people as those who may have had
workers' homes con structed for them by the
board in normal times, For the time being
the Iag in building due to the cessation of
all such work for six years has meant that,
to give effect to the provisions of the Com-
mon wealth- States agreement, and to give the
most needy the homes that arc able to be eon-
structvd, all those homes that are being con-
structed at the moment by the Workers'
Homes Board as agent arc under the re~ntalI
basis. As tomorrow it is likely I will he
introducing a Bill dealing with amendments
to and the consolidation of the Workers'
Homes Act, it is my intention to give the
House, a complete outline of the subject of
housing.

Mrt. WATTS: - do not. propose to in-
dulgye in any criticism of the Workers'
Homes Board, because I have sonic appre-
diation of the difficulties which have beset
it. At the same time I think there are cir-
cumstances which the administration mighit
review in regard to providing homes for
people in this State. I have already drawn
attention to the doubts I have in mind as
to the advisability of putting a bar-it is
virtually a bar-against the applicants
who desire to build their homes and who
are merely married coupl es. It seems to me
there are many eases where those people
should receive a type of priority consid era-
tion. Some of them who have been brought
to my notice are young men who have seen
six or perhaps more years of service inl the
Armed Forces. In one or two instances
the ladies they have recently married or to
whom they were married have seen similar
service, perhaps not for such a long period,
in other sections of the Forces. They arc
now getting on in years, one might say,
many of them reaching the age of 30. They
have no home in which they could set uip

a family, and they are disinclined to begin
that procedure when they are obliged to
live in cramped quarters, perhaps in a room
of a house or with a family in a house in
circumstances which are not conducive,
bearing in mind their recent antecedents, to
the setting uip of a family.

To lay down a rule, Or whiat is virtually
a rule, that they are not going to be given
a permit because there are only two per-
sons at this stage to house, is not conducive
to the desirable increase in our population
and to the still more desirable building up
of a home influence in Western Australia.

1023



1024 [ASSEMBLY.]

Without elaboratin g the point these are
what I believe constitute sound reasons
for ant early recon side ration of this aspect
of the matter. I believe that something
should be done to relieve the housing short-
age because I am of opinion that in some
instances the people who were relieved in
the manlner I have suggested would be mak-
ing- way for someone else. There is an-
otlher aspect to which I would draw atten-
tion. It has been represented to me-I
can be corrected if I am wrong-that the
policy of the board has been to refuse per-
mits to build a dwelling to people who al-
ready live in one, even though that dwvell.
ing may be of a poor standard, but that
if they are living in a room or in rooms in
someone else's house, it is much easier for
them to obtain a permit.

The whole question has been examined,
as I understand it, on the basis of the
greatest hardship. I venture to say that
that method does not provide the greatest
contribution to the solution of the difficul-
ties Associated with housing. If a person
with a small house is given another hie
vacates the one he occupies and it becomes
available to someone else. If a person is
living in a room in a dwelling belonging
to someone else and is given a permit and
builds a house, and the room he lived in is
vacated, there are many instances where that
room remains unlet, because the person who
owns the dwelling in which the room was
let has had enough of having it oc-
cupied by comparative strangers and de-
cides-to use a colloquialism-that he or she
has "had it," and will not let it again. In
consequence it has been represented to me
in at number of instances that nobody is Ac-
commodated by the extra house which has
been built in those circumstances, whereas
in the other case to which I have referred
an additional dwelling has been made avail-
able. I suggest that the Workers' Homes
Board give consideration to that aspect of
the matter.

Delays which hove taken place in the
erection or completion of dwellings which
have been brought under the Common-
wealth-State Housing Scheme have come
under my notice. I know of some
instances. wherc the dwelling was habitable
and completed, one might say, with the ex-
ception of the bathroom furniture and such-
like stuff, and for two or three months be-

cause these iteums were in short supply, al-
though the house was otherwise complete
and available for occupation, nobody was
allowed to occupy it, notwithstanding that
there was a considerable number of appli-
cants who had sent their names in to the
board for consideration in respect of that
particular dwelling.% It is possible and
highly probable that the people who had
Applied for the house were living under
conditions far worse than would exist did
they move into the new house containing,
only temporary fittings in the bathroom
and so forth. To hold up the proceedings
of their removal into the new premises beP-
cause certain desirable fittings were not
available, does not seem to me to make any
great tontribution towards the solution of
the problem.

In m~ore~ recent wveeks similar representa-
tions have been made to me and I under-
stand that at Katanning, to which town-
ship I shall now refer, the Workers' Homes
Board has seen fit to provide temporary ac-
COnuno0dation in the way of galvanised iron
baths instead of the prescribed enamvel-
ware that was supposed to be installed,
thereby enabling the premises to be oc-
cupied much sooner than they would other-
wvise have been. I hope that practice will
be followed because the circumstances are
sufficiently difficult had the delays occa-
sioned in getting houses erected, particu-
larly in the country districts, are already
so great without those difficulties being ac-
centuated by insistence upon perfection in-
stead of adopting something that while not
exactly perfection, is at any rate not very
far below it. There is also the question
of applications from persons in the country
who desire to obtain housing accommoda-
tion. I think that to an extent at any rate
some of the local authorities are rather
to blame for the fact that the situation in
their townships has not been brought under
the notice of the Workers' Homes Board.

The Premier: You know they were in-
vited to do that over 12 months Ago.

Air. 'WATTS: I was just about to say
that. To my knowledge, a communication
was sent out by the Workers' Homes
Board asking that all eases of hardship be
brought under the notice of the board and

I know that h number of local authorities
did take steps to find out from their people
juist; what the position was;. Others; ap-
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parently conceived the idea that it did not
matter anyhowv, and therefore did not take
the necessary steps. In consequence, we
find in [lie answers to the questions which
the Premier gave ine today that the num-
ber of applie~tions received uinder the Com-
monwvealth-State Housing Scheme from
persons in the metropolitan area has been
:1,720 and from persons outside the metro-
politan area 1,055. 1 venture to suggest
that those figures do not represent the tine
position regarding the reqjuirenwnts in the
respective z.reas at the present time, and
I do not hesitate to say that.

I think some of the local authorities
could have greatly increased those applic a-
tions, but did not do so, -had they taken
more notice of the document sent to them
by the WVorkers' Homes Board. When they
do take steps to answer the commnunication
even if somewhat belatedly, a tremendous.
time elapses before the applications that
are made through their activities receive
consideration. That is known, I think, by
the local authorities when they have made
applications, and that has acted, I am con-
vinced, as a deterrent aigtinst those bodies
forwarding cases that they ought to bring
uinder the notice of the board. I am ob-
liged, of course, to quote an area about
which I know something. The township of
ittanning hy comparison with other cen-

tres has been extremely wveil served by the
WYorkers' Homes Board, but it is at least
18 months since it started to put in ap)-
plications through the local authority there.
Those applications have mounted since
they commenced to be sent in some IS
months ago to a total of about 41. First of
all, there w~ere applications for the erec-
tion of two brick houses. They got along
handsomely until it came to putting the
tiles on the roof, and then there was con-
siderable delay-I take it, quite unavoid-
ably-through not being able to find people
to put the tiles on. Subsequently that work
wvas attended to and the remainder of the
huilding operations wvent oil apace until
it came to a question of the furniture for
the bathrooms. That held up proceedings
for a considerable period before the usual
furniture for the rooms could be obtained,
and it whs approximately three ]nonths
from the time the building was finished
until anyone wvas housed therein.

Even then, difficulties arose in other
diretions. The board decided it would call

for tenders for further premises to be
built. The advertisement produced no re-
sult in the first instance. The member for
the district then wandered round discuss-
ing the matter with what contractors he
could find. Finally a tender was put iii
and two houses woere soon under construc-
tion. Then two more were found and an-
other contractor was discovered who was
willing to tender for themi. Then great de-
lay ensued in connection with the supply
of materials. The dwellings were to be
of wveatherboard and asbestos with tiled
roofs-most desirable houses when coim-
pleted. At the same time, I must say that
this A2 priority in regard to the supply
of materials appears to me to be not so valu-
able in its application because there was a
very great delay in the supply of essen-
tial materials and the Government contrac-
tor, Lit least the contractor in the Katan-
ning district, did not appear to he in any
better position to ge~t materials than any-
ne else. In fact, it appeared to mue that
in some instances he was in a worse posi-
tion.

It sounds excellent to be able to say
that one has an A2 priority, but if it does
not opemhte so as to provide promptly the
Materials when they aire required, it would
seem to be preferable to have some other
priority or even none at all, judging by the
experience of people who have materials
available, which they have obtained ap-
parently by lawful metuns without the aid
of the A2 priority. So when I sny that out
(if the tenl houses approved in the Ratan-
Ling district over the last 18 months, four
are virtually completed, two are in process
of completion but are held up because of
the absence of bathroom furniture, wvhich
difficulty, I think, has nowv been re-
moved temporarily, and the other four
houses have not yet been started, that
will serve to indicate the truth of
what I said earlier that even if the local
authority did take steps to activate itself in
the early stages and answered to the beat of
its ability the questionnaire and had filled in
the necessary applications, it wvould not
necessarily mean that any more speed would
have been achieved in the erection of the
homes required in the district.

As I said at the beginning of my remarks,
I did not rise, and I shall not wish to sit
down, as a destructive critic of the Workers'
Homes Board because I do not lack appre-
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ciation of the difficulties which it has to face; Even so, the repayments are heavy and the
but I do say that (difficulties are made to be
overcome and there must be found ways and
means of expediting the various matters to
which I have referred and any others that are
acting as brakes on its procedure. If that is
not done, we shall never succeed in
catching up time lag, to which the
Premier referred, of the six war years.
If we make Rio progress in one year,
it is reasonable to suppose we shall
not make much in the next year and not
much more in the second year and the deuce
knows when we wvill be able to meet com-
pletely the requirements of the people. If
the ukase stands that permits are not to be
given to married couples who are in need
of housing accommodation, bearing in mind
the circumstances I have mentioned, it must
be detrimental to the welfare of those pcople,
and I earnestly hope that consideration will
be given to that phase in the very near
future.

Mr. STYANTS: I wish to say a few words
regarding the position on the Goldfields from
the standpoint of the erection of houses by
the Workers' Homes Board. I think the
board is to be congratulated upon the ex-
cellent job it has done. True, there is a reat
demand for homes, not only on the Goldfields
but throughout the State. The board in the
limited time it has been operating since the
cessation of hostilities has performed
wonders, and great credit is due to it and the
staff for what has been accomplished. The
point I wish to bring before the Committee
concerns the tremendous cost of the buildings
that are being erected by the board and pri-
vate contractors on the Goldields. Whereas
those costs in the metropolitan area show an
increase of 40 per cent. above pre-war rates,
the increase on the Goldields is almost 100
per cent. That makes it very difficult for
people who wish to erect homnes, even with
the liberal conditions provided by the
Workers' Homes Board. Members will rea-
lise that the repayment conditions provided
by the board aye much more liberal than
could be obtained from any other financial
institution or private contractor.

A house that cost pre-way from £480 to
£400 with a repayment period of ten years,
.now costs £845 for practically the same type
of dwelling. I appreciate that the Workers'
Homes Hoard and the Government have ex-
tended the repayment period to 20 years.

deterioration in connection with the typo of
house that is being built is great in the gold-
fields areas. The question of needs requires
some revision in accordance with the locali-
ties to which they apply. I refer to the num-
ber of families living in one house. Premises
on the Goldfields are not nearly as large or
spacious as are dwellings in the metropolitan
area. I think it would be quite correct to
say that not ten per cent. of the homes on
the Goldflelds are suitable for accommodating
more than one family, even if each family
consisted of a man, his wife and one child.
On the other hand, in the metropolitan area
quite a large percentage of the houses could
accomumodate comfortably two families with
three units in each. On the score of
needs I think the type of house available
should be taken into consideration, as well
as the mere fact that there is more than one
family occupying a particular house. The
other point I wish to raise concerns a matter
to which I referred on previous occasions.
That is, a sample home that would probably
be more suitable for Goldfields conditions
than the orthodox type erected by the
Workers' Homes Board in that part of the
State.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.

Mr. STYANTS: Before tea, I was deal-
ing with the possibility of securing a mere
suitable type of house for the Goldfields
than the class of house usually erected there.
When speaking on this subject Inst year or
the year before on the Estimates, I sug-
gested that the Principal Architect should
be requested to get one of his officers to
prepare a plan for a house more suitable to
the Goldields climate, which in wintertime
is cold down to freezing point and in sum-
mertime frequently reaches 110 degrees or
higher, with a great deal of dust. Yet the
type of house erected on the Goldfields is
similar to that in the metropolitan area or
even further south in the State. My idea
at the time was that it might be possible to
build a house similar to the houses built in
Queensland, which are specially designed for
a hot climate. I also thought it might be
possible to get such a house at a cost much
less than the exorbitant price charged for a
four-roomed weatherboard and asbestos
hou se-f 846.
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I do not know what is causing the tremen-
dous increase in the cost of building on the
Goldfieds over and above the cost in other
parts of the State. I1 know there was com-
petition. Some six or eight contractors
tendered for the houses and the W~orkers'
Homes Board accepted the lowest tender;
and there was a difference of £150 in the
tenders. Some investigation might also be
made to ascertain at least the reason for an
almost 100 per cent, increase in building
costs on the Goldfields; in other portions of
the State it is about 40 per cent. The only
other matter I wish to touch upon was
raised by the Leader of the Opposition. I
refer to the restrictions on the granting of
homes to married couples, or to married
couples with one child-a family unit of
three. I wrote to the Premier's Department
some 15 months ago on this point and ex-
pressed views similar to those expressed by
the Leader of the Opposition and by myself
when speaking to the Address-in-reply. I
realise that in some instances the 'system
works out well, but in other instances it
works out very unfairly.

I know of many young couples the male
member of which joined the Forces and
probably wvent oversen. In the ease of one
couple, the wife gave up at good civilian
position and joined one of the women's
organisations connected with the Defence
Forces. By dint of economy and saving
they were able to get together some £700 or
£800. They have sufficient, without any
Government assistance, to get a home of
their own; but because they are childless
they are precluded from getting the neces-
sary materials. I realise that on the other
hand it would work out unfairly in certain
instances, as a man with a wife and three or
four children ought to he able to get a home.
He should not he forced to live with hiis fam-
ily in a house occupied by another family.
I should quote one case. A young man
came out of the Air Force after the cessa-
tion of hostilities. He lived in my electorate.
He had a certain quantity of cement on
hand and, realising there was a shortage of
timber and of other building materials, he
decided to set about making cement bricks to
build his own home. He understood the work
and was quite competent to do it. he got
his house about half built and then found
out that, as there was a shortage of cement
and he was a single man-although he gave
an assurance that he was to he married in

six weeks' time after leaving the Air Force
-he was unable to get additional cement t&,
enable him to make sufficient bricks to com-
plete his home. His home still stands in a
half-finished condition in Kalgoorlie today.
The wails are half way up, and, although
he is now married, he cannot get sufficient
cement to complete his house because he has
no children.

In that case a great hardship is inflicted.
I approached th~e board on the matter and
the hoard outlined its policy. I also ap-
proached the Premier, but the ban remained
becausc the couple had no children5 it was
only a two unit family. The Workers'
Homes Board has recently been investigating
the possibility of having bricks made on the
Gold fields and I understand the inquiries
are still proceedin g. I seriously doubt, how-
ever, whether brick homes would be suit-
able on the Goldfields, as they get very hot
on a summer's day, when the temperature
may reach 108 degrees, and-unlike the
wood and asbestos houses or corruated iron
houses-they do not cool off quickly utter
the sun sets. The result is that they remain
hot for the whole 24 hours, As I said, I
appreciate the wonderful work that is being
done by the Workers' Homes Board. It has
a most difficult task to perform and is doing
it as well as can reasonably be expected,
and better probably than can be expected.
Every town in every district throughout the
State is clamouring for more houses. I was
not satisfied with the position on the Gold-
fields and doubted whether all the -material
available was being sent there proportion-
ately; but the position has altered. To the
extent that building materials arc available,
they arc being distributed fairly as far as
I know. I repeat, the board is doing an
excellent job.

Mr. NEEDHAII: I agree with the miem-
ber for Kalgoorlie that the Workers' Homes
Board is carrying out an exceedingly diftl-
cult task, but when the Premier replies I
would like him to give the Committee some
information as to what progress has been
nmade by Mr. Wallwork in his investigationsi
into the honsing problem. Sonic consider-
able time has now elapsed since lie ws apl-
pointed to ma,,ke the iiiVOStigatio1ns, Alud I ami
hoping thait lie will now he able to give
somle information respecting the release of
materials and the cost of houses. A no th ci
plua~e of the building question is that, ini
order to cope with the denmand for houses-

1027



[ASSEMBLY.]

Iunderstand that ev-cry encouragement ii
being given to private builders to erect
homes. However, the whole question resolves
itself into tile release of materials. At the
time when Mr. Waliwork was appointed to
make inquiries, it was thought that the re-
lease of materials was not altogether in the
hands of the Government and that perhaps
some other influence was at work which pre-
vented the supply. The three phases I would
like the Premier to inform the Committee
on are, first, what progress is, being made
by 3Mr. Wollwvork with his invest igat ions,
and when the Government is likely to have
a report from him;, seecond, whether there
could he an acceleration in the issue of
building permits; and third, whether there
is any likelihood of a reduction in the cost
of the homes, It must be realised that the
present cost of houses is somewhat in excess
of what workers can afford to pay.

Mr. M12cDONALD: It would be a plati-
tude to say that this matter of housing has
assumed a basic importance as a social ques-
tion. My intention has been, like that of
the member for Perth, to inquire from the
Premier when Mr. Waliwork would lie likely
to make his report on the housing question.
There is no doubt that the progress in hious-
ing is much slower that we would like to
see. I admit the difficulties involved and
the difficulties that confront the Workers'
Homes, Board; and whether it could do more
01 proced on different lines and get results
may be indicated possibly by the report of
Mr, Wallwork. There are a number of fea-
tures, for which at quite adequate explana-
tion nrny be forthcoming. But some ques-
tions are agitating the public mind. To the
knowledge of all of us, shop improvements
and extensions are being carried out. These
cause people to inquire how tht- owners call
get priorities for materials while homes arc
still in so much demand. In some eases we
niote that additions are being made 0o coal-
inercial premises, no doubt quite justifiably,
in the ordinary way; but these again raiseI
the question wVhy the owners should have
lwrlniis.-ion to proceed with fairly extensive
additions or alterations while people in urg-
ent need are Unable to get a permit for
building materials.

There are many factors involved in this
thorny question, but I have no intention
of trying to traverse them. I dlo hope that
Mr. Wallwork's report will be comprehen-

sive, that it will deal wvith realities and be
couched in Plain terms, Difficulties that will
be known to members have arisen in the
building trade. Today we have the builder
who works at week-ends. He undertakes
a comparatively small job that will last for
three or four week-ends and gets paid at
very good rates. By some means, possibly
legitimate, materials are forthcoming, and
it is not at all certain that the money he
gets will be accounted for in taxation re-
turns. He generally has a lump-sumn con-
tract by which he receives a set figure for
the job. The result, I am told, is that re-
gular builders find sonme difficulty in getting
continuity of labour because the pressure
from the public to get jobs done means
that there is an attractive field for regular
workers in the building trade to absent
themselves from the job on which they are
normally engaged in order to take part in
sonic building work on their own account.
This, I believe, is an embarrassment to con-
tractors, firstly, because it delays the comi-
pletion of the job, and secondly because it
creates an unknown factor regarding costs.
As a result, contractors become reluctant to
tender because their labour difficulties may
mean that their costs will exceed the esti-
mated amount,

I have been told-I do not vouch for the
truth of this-that there are builders
capable of entering the building trade but
who are abstaining from so doing because
of the difficulties in the way of labour and
materials, and the uncertainty, when tender-
ing, of knowing whether the amount they
submit will cover the actual costs with
which they wvill be finally faced. There arc
also some social aspects not without import-
ance in connection with priorities. We have
listened to the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition regarding the married
couple without children. I fully appreciate
the position of the married couple with a
family who are needing added accommoda-
Lion. I am not so sure at this stage whether
the case of the young married couple who
are unable to get a house in which to live,
or even that of the young engaged couple
who. defer their marriage because they Canl-
not get a house, is not such as to justify a
reviewv of their priority to acquire a homne.
I hope that the Workers' Homes Board,
and possibly Mr. Wallwork, wvill do the
Commiittee the compliment of readingo the
remazrks of memblers on this discussion. If
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the board or Mr. Waliwork would like some
information on the question of the difficul-
ties of young married couples, I would be
prepared to supply a source from which
inquiries could be made and from which
some facts, which have been supplied to me,
could be gathered.

I also suggest to the Government that it
might, either in connection with this report
or as a further field of inquiry, commission
Mr. Wallwork to go into the question of the
landlord and tenant laws. That is a mat-
ter which caused some discussion when a
continuation Bill was before the House a
week or two ago. It is urgent that land-
lord and tenant matters should be carefully
examined in the interests of both the home-
owners and the tenants. The position has
now arisen under which the existing regx-
lations affecting tenancies are exploited, or
can he exploited, by both sides. There are
injustices in each case which might wvell be
removed. While Air. Wallwork is investi-
gating the associated matters of house bnild-
ing and the priorities of people who desire
to o1)tain houses, it would not he a great
step for him to address his mind to any de -
sirable amendments to our landlord and
tenant laws. I hope the Minister will give
some consideration to that suggestion. Re-
sidential housing has been an insoluble
problem in all countries for many years.

The question of building a house which
can he bought or rented at an economic rent,
having regard to the tenant, is one which
does not seem to have been solved. Costs
are too high compared to the wages or
salaries, and the result is that the rent is
too great and consumes too large a Propor-
tion of the income of the tenant. We have
taken a step, by our recent legislation, to
formulate an economic rent with the result
that the tenant is subsidised by the Govern-
Trent, or the taxpayer, in order to meet that
part of his rent which exceeds a certain
proportion of his income. But that is
merely a symptom and something that is not
sound; it is something which ought to hb,
overcome if it is at all possible. So I hope
that MrT. Wallwork, in his inquiries, will ad-
(dress some attention to the basic causes, at
the present time in particular, of the "V
high cost of houses and, consequently, the
high cost of rent. I hope, too, that he will
consider howv far that problem might be
removed by encouraging a larger daily out-
put by all the people concerned not only in

the building of bouses but also in the pro-
duction of the necessary materials. That is
entering on a. matter for industrial exami-
nation, but it is fairly obvious that if there
can be any great percentage increase in the
output of materials for the same cost, then
the cost of houses and the rent of tbe work-
ing men who occupy them, might be brought
down 20 or 25 per cent., and make all the
difference to their standard of living.

We should not be afraid to face this
aspect in the course of our inquiries.
I think also we should not be afraid to face
the question whether our methods are effi-
cient. That applies to the contractors as well
as to all the other people engaged in the
building trade and in the production of
materials, including the producers in the
timber areas, the producers of bricks and
the producers of household fittings and other
requirements. Arc thc& using the most effi-
cient methods to get the maximum output for
the minimum cost? These, perhaps, are ex-
tensive matters but they are basic in meet-
ing the difficulties involved. While it is a
big burden on one man, who is asked to get
out a report with no great delay, it is well
worth while to spend some time in attacking
what is a difficulty seriously affecting so
many people.

Mr. TELFER: I wish to congratulate the
Workers' Homes Board on its efforts, to a
certain extent, but I also wish to support the
remarks of the members for Kalgoorlie and
West Perth when they spoke of the younger
people wishing to manry and of those already
married and who have no children. The diffi-
culties they mentioned also arise in the farm-
ing areas. Many sons of farmers wish to
marry and desire to build on their parents'
property. If they cannot be given permits
for building materials, it means that they,
who are potential farmers, will drift from
the farms.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: They can live in
tents.

Mr. TELFER: The hon. member can speak
for herself. Something should be done to
relieve this necessity. I feel that rules and
reguations should not be cast-iron but elastic
on this point.

Air. FOX: The Workers' Homes Board is
doing an excellent job in the circumstances.
I have interviewed the secretary of the board
on numerous occasions about providing
homes for people who wish to marry, and I
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pointed out to him what a good thing it
would be for the State if all those young
people could be given homes instead of hay-
ing to wvait several years before deciding to
commit matrimony. Most young men do wet
like to bring their wives home to live with
their parents, and vice versa. Also, it is not
fair that an elderly couple, after having
reared a family, should have young people
in the house to upset the quiet of the evening
of their days. The Workers' Homes Board
should give some ecoisideration to the posi-
tion of people under 30 years of age who
desire a home. The question of people who
have mnc possibility of increasing the popula-
tion is not so important. We want people in
this State and every potential mother and
father should he given the earliest oppor-
tunity to acquire a home.

There may be some building going on in
the metropolitan area that could really have
waited for a while. I refer to some small
shops that aire being erected, but I do not
think they have had a very big effect on the
housing problem. The Leader of the Liberal
Party mentioned building wvork that had been
done onl commercial premises. I made some
inquiries into that aspect also. I was not
satisfied as to an extra storey being put on
a large warehouse in Fremantle. I inter-
viewed the Minister for Works about it, and
he said, "That firm is putting the extra
storey on in order to begin manufacturing
and thus give work to men returning from
the Forces, and to other people as well." That
was quite a plausible explanation and a
really good one. Perhaps I should not have
used the word "plausible".

Mr. Watts: It will not hurt the Minister
for Works.

Mr. FOX: There are many people in the
metropolitan area living three and four in a
room. I do not know how we are going to
better their conditions until we get at bigger
supply of materials. The shortage of timber
will prevent uts doing all we would like to
do. I noticed that the New Zealland Govern-
mient advertised recently for timber wvorkers,
and particularly for follers. If that Govern-
ment makes thle industry more aittractive in
New Zealand than we are able to make it
in Australia, thiere is great danger of los-
ing some of our timber workers to that
Dominion, and we cannot afford to los
them, particularly the falters. Falling is one

of the hardest classes of work in the
industry.

While in the timber country recently I
spoke to a young man-he was about 0 feet
high-whbo told me that his wages were the
second highest in the group of falters with
which he was associated, but that after tak-
ing out working expenses, the cost of his
tools, replacements and so on, he averaged
£E7 per week. That is not a high wage for
a leading uni in such an important in-
dustry. Hie said lie was going to leave tbe
industry* , and hie has done so. He told me
that he was not able to make sufficient wvage,;
for the energy expended and that he could do
much better in a lighter job, even if he did
not receive £7 per week. I do not suppose
that private employers will make the industry
more attractive. but the Government wvill
have to do so. I think I have dlone as much
labouring wvork as has anyone in this Chain-
her, butl I would not like to do the work in
the timber indutstry that such men are domnZ
at the present time, for very little over the-
basic wage. That aspect of the matter must
receive attention if wve are to continue build-
ing houses.

In commion with other speakers, I believe
that the cost of houses to the workers is too
high. 'Whitt chaonce has the man, earning a
margin over the basic wage, of owning b
home within his lifetime? None at all! le
had little chance when he paid £700 for a
house, so lie has less chance now. The only
way to overcome thle difficulty' is to cut down,
thle interest i-at.-. Tn the past, in order t,
buy a house, one hadl to pay the cost of about
three houses. owing to the interest charged.
I trust the Premier will give that matter con-
sideration, and see if the interest rate can
lie reduced to a minimum. I do not see why
the Commonwealth Government cannot af-
ford to allow the Workers' Homes Board to
have money at the cost of administration.
If that were done it would compensate in
some degree for the bigh cost of houses to
the worker.

Mr. Thorn: We could cut the taxation,
also.

Mr. FOX: Mr. Menzies will not be able to
do that, now.

The PREMIIER: I appreciate the ap-
jwoaceli made by nmembers to this subject. As
I intimated earlier, I intend during the conm-
ing week to introduce a Bill to consolidate
thle r-resenlt statutes, with some amendments.
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At that time I propose to give the House a
complete review of the situation, As to the
inquiry made by IMr. Waflwork, that is a
progressive matter and, although from time
to time the Government will receive interim
reports, it may be a considerable time be-
fore ultimate conclusions are reached and
the matter is ready for a complete revieV
and a final report. In the meantime, Mr.
Waliwork's inquiries have been directed to
matters that are causing great concern at
the moment, particularly the availability of
materials. Recently an officer, working in
conjunction with Mr. Wallwork, was de-
tailed to make inquiries regarding essential
materials obtainable only from other States.
His visit extended as far as Brisbane, deal-
ing with the availability of plywood. The
difficeulties of obtaining that commodity are
not easy to overcome.

We have been generously treated in the
matter of manufactured materials, particu-
larly porcelain wore, by those responsible
for the allocation and responsible for the
shipping space available to us, but the whole
question bristles with difficulties. When one
looks at the production of commodities es-
sential to home building, comparing the
position with pre-war days, and particularly
with the years froni 1036 to 1939, it is as-
tounding to see bow seriously the diminu-
tion in production has affected the homec-
building programme of today. When that
is coupled with the six years' lag, which
means that in all of Australia a very small
number of homes wvas built in any State-
wvith one exception-one can see bow seri-
ously it is likely to affect us for some
time to come. To those members who stated
a case on behalf of the newly marriedl one
those about to marry, I would paint out
that the quantities of materials of all kind.-,,
aind the number of tradesmen and artisans
in various industries associated with or
kindred to the building industry, are limited.

When one considers the number of work-
men in all States that seems to be availabli'
one must realise that to agree to any great
variation of the present system would mean
that the most needy, those with the largest
families, would take second place to the
newly wveds. I do not think any member
would sponsor too strongly a ease against
those most sorely in need, but at the same
time I have asked the board to furnish me
with a report, as quickly as possible, on what

may be regarded as a variation of the pre-
sent circumstances that affect priorities, to
see whether we can allocate at least a pro-
portion in any one year to those who have
fewer responsibilities in comparisun with
those having greater family responsibilities.

I appreciate the mannier in which members
have approached this subject, the question
of material supply, and also the matter of
shops and business premises. Much of
the difficulty in that direction is asso-
ciated wvith the limitations that were in-
creased by the demand of the Legislative
Council-the Bill passed this Chamber-
when sums were rigidly adhered to. I refer
to the £50 for materials. In certain circum-
stances those limits were doubled. Members
knowv what transpired. In the aggregate
those smaller quantities, of £50 to £100
worth of materials without permits, repres-
ented tremendous quantities, just as the lag
between the lifting of control by the Corn-
mionwealth Government for one month in
the matter of the £E1200 limit, and the re-
introducing of the control, meant to us a
decrease, in essential buildings available and
able to be catered for, of 10 per cent. dur-
ing last year. There are many influences
that are interwoven and which affect this
subject considerably, but I hope, with all
other members, that we will get a better
perspective once the matter has been
thoroughly reported on.

Mr. THORN: The Premier mentioned
married couples without families, and young
couples about to become engaged. Is it a
fact that each month a quota of houses is
allotted to the architects of Perth for re-
allotment?

The Premier: That question has already
been answered. There is no foundation
whatever for the statement. Every individ-
ual case is considered by the board on its
merits.

Mr-. THORN: I know that houses arc
allotted to young couples without families,
through the architects, and that such couples
si-c saddled with an architect's fee of from
£60 to £100, which is added to the cost of
the home. I know at present of one couple
who are building an ordinary weatherhoard
home with a tiled roof. It will cost £1150
by the time they have paid the architect's
fees. It is being built privately. Each
month a quota of homes is allotted to the
Architects' Association of Perth and those
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homes are either drawn for or are allotted,
and young couples arc saddled with the
architect's fees.

Mr. Fox: You will find that other
people besides young couples are going to
live in those homes.

Mr. THORN: The member for Kalgoor-
lie mentioned the cost of homes tonight. It
is our duty to bring that cost within the
reach of the man who has a small margin
above the basic wage. Such people should
not be saddled with -architects' fees. Surelyv
the Government Architect could have a
range of plans for suitable homes made
available to young couples, without any fees.
Someone closely connected with mec has been
allotted a home. This couple have no fain-
ily and they have to pay the architect's fee.
That is 'whby I raised the question.

The Premier: Whatever is being- done in
that way is being done illicitly. I would
like to have information about it.

Mr. THORN: I will give the Premier
that information.

The PREMIER: No home is allotted ex-
cept with the approval of the hoard and the
plans must be approved, so irrespective of
whether a person is dealing direct tinder the
Conmmonwcalth- State Housing Agreement,
or under the War Services Homes condi-
tion;, or whether the plans are approved by
a local authority and submitted to the board
on behalf of builders or architects, they all
follow the samne course. In this one case there
is apparently something on which I would
like further information.

Vote put and passed.

Vote--Snperanuation Board, E-34180:

fHon. X. KEENAN: It is any intention
on this Vote to invite a statement from the
Premier 4,s to the policy of the adminis-
trators of the Superannuation Act where a
contributor is retired on account of infirm-
ity which is not due to any fault of his
own. Under the Act, when a contributor
is retired because of physical disability or
infirmity, not lproduced by his own act, he
is entitled to the full pension. Under a
subsection of the same section1 it is pro-
vided that if he is capable of discharging
other work that does not require such physi-
ct.l ability as he is deficient in, he may be
called upon to ace(pt the other work. The
question of importance to the contributor

is this: Is the other work to be paid for
at the rate of the work hie was employed
at when he became physically incapable'?

I have a ease in] point. A man became
physically incapable through un accident
which occurred in the course of his in-
dustry. lie was an engineer of the highest
grade. After proper medical inquiry, lie
was declared to he entitled to tWe full pen-
sion. He hias now been offered aploynent
of the nature of that of a common lab-
ourer. Obviously if lie accepted it, he
WoLuld receive considerably less pay than he
was chrning before his accident. The
matter has become further complicated by
the fact that if~ he gets his pension and
devotes his spare time, as lie has been do-
ing to conducting a light business, he is
able to obtain fromn both sources the equi-
valent of what lie earned when hie was fully
employed.

I should like the Premier to say whether,
it a contributor is deb4.rred from carrying
on his work by means of infirmity for
which lie is not responsible and therefore
entitled to full pension, he may he offered
other emnployment at a very much lower rate
of pay and must devote all his time to the
pursuit of that employment, thus reducing
his standard of living considerably. I
should like an assutrance from, the Premier
that the matter will be inquired into, be-
ehuse it would mean a big. difference in
the value of superannuation. When a pub-
lic servant subscribes to superannuation,
he enters inito a contract, and the contract
is that if he pays his proportion, the State
will pay its proportion when the liability
arises. It appears1 however, from the pre-
sent policy of the board that the liability
can be avoided, as I have described.

The PREMIER: The section of the Act
to which the hon. member refers is one that
was amended by the amending measure of
last year. In making that variation to the
original section, the board was given dis-
cretionary power in certain cases, because it
had been proved that in some instances the
board and fill subscribing to it were being
taken in by people whose claims were not
Ju~st and valid. In giving that discretionary
power to the board, there may he eases in
which it operates harshly. I would like to
have particulars of the case mentioned by
the hon. member so that I may have the
whole matter inquired into. No set policy is
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observed, and the matter would be in the
main at the discretion of the hoard.

Vote put and pani.9cd.

Vole-Printing, £P7';511:

3Mr. 2JeLARTY: I pay at tribute to the
Giovernnent Printing Olfice for the efficient
manner in which the work is carried out.
Particularly was this so during the war years
when considerable difficulties were ex-
perienced. Despite that fact, "Hansard" re-
ports, Bills, departmental reports and all
printing matter was most efficiently executed,
and it is fitting that we should pay tribute
to the Work of the department. Could the
Premier arrmge for the weekly numbers of
"Hlansard" to be made available to members
on Tuesday instead of Wednesday in each
week? Previously the weekly number was
received on Tuesday, and it was very helpful
to members to have it on that day, but now
we do not get it until the House meets at
4.30) p.m. on Wednesday. If possible, will
the Premier revert to the pre-war order and
have the weekly number made available on
Tuesday,.

Vole put and passed.

V'ote-Tourist Bureau., £11,000:

MR. WILLMOTT (Sussex) [8.25]: 1 ami
pleased to see an increase in this Vote of
£9,000 odd. Mlost of it will be expended on
publicity. Will the Premier inform its of the
nature of this publicity? I hope it is being
carried on not only in this State and in the
Commonwealth, but also in other countries.
We have a wonderful State and, if it is ad-
vertised in the right way, tourist traffic would
prove highly beneficial.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.26]: Last
session and the session before motions were
carried dealing with tourist traffic, and since
then the Government has appointed an offi-
cer to take charge of the department. I
should like to know how the Premier's De-
partment; is linking up with the general
tourist plans of the Commonwealth and even
of other countries. According to the Press
this morning, Australia is represented in
some international plan for orgunising and]
standardising tourist arrangements in the
way of hotels, fares, etc. We should not con-
lne our tourist activities to local traffic,
which seems to he the general plan at pre-

sent. There are great opportunities to at-
tract tourists from oversen, and we would
he unwise not to plan for them,

Many rem arks have been made recently by
Americans and others of the need for modern
hotels and better transport arrangements,
etc. When suggestions are made for improv.
ing transport arrangements, they arc often
opposed onl other grounds, the fact being i-
nored that if we are to foster tourist tralbie
we must conform to international standards.
It may be said that private enterprise should
provide up-to-date hotels and similar requ ire-
meats, hut there is room for a directing
authority through the Premier's flcpartmenit,
Tourist trafflc can be made an important
source of revenue. Figures recently quoted
in the Press showed that Canada is obtaining
an inconic from tourist traffic equivalent to
that obtaineod from her wheat exports.
Canada has attractions and developments that
we have not got, but we hlave many attrac-
tions that would appeal to tourists.

The G.P.O. in Great Britain has been ap-
proached by a plane service with an offer to
run planes from London to Perth in 24
hours. Thus we are now right in' the world,
and we would be very unwise not to eater
for tourist traffic. This traffic brings revenue
without any deduction, and the outlay in-
volved in effecting necessary improvements
would be a mere bagatelle as compared with
the return, because the customers arc rich,
the profit is immediate and there is no -need
to incur bad debts, Of eoprsc the Govern-
ment cannot be expected to launch out in a
big way immediately, but there is informa-
tion that could be obtained. I should like the
Premier to send one of his tourist officers
across the world to get information about
this traffic. We should find out the gneeds of
prospective tourists and ascertain what we
would have to do to make our State worthy
of this bigger traffic. Nobody can deny that
the work at present is on a modest basis.

I anm sure the whole Chamber Will Support
what 'Ar. Miller is doin. I think the tours
he has instituted are conducted on) effcient
lines and that they will expannd. I am sure,
too, that he has many other sound plans in
mind. But we cannot ignore the pnssibilitieK
lying ahead, particularly when we realise thatt
Canberra is in control of our financs. If
we can, by organised planning and the enl-
couraigement of private enterp~rise of il,.
right sort--even inducing oversea enterprise
to conic here and engage in this business-
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if we can thus build up our revenue to
£3500,000 or £1,000,000 more than it is now,
that would be bandy to Western Australia in
the next decade. I have pleasure in support-
ing the Vote. The Premier has provided a
definite increase in the amount, but I will
urge him to go further and make more plans
for the future and realise that in the long
run Western Australia may have, in the
tourist industry, something greater than its
gold, asbestos, and other primary industries.

MR. OWEN (Swan) [8.32]: There is no
(loubt that 'Western Australia offers great
opportunities for the tourist trade, and it
is rather pleasing to know that the Govern-
mnent Tourist Bureau has been revitalised
to undertake tile publicity necessary to at-
tract tourists. Quite a lot has been done
in organising local tours and in having
finms taken to advertise our scenery and
industries both in other States and oversea.
The scenery in Western Australia, though
perhaps not unique, is rather different from
that to be found in other parts of the
world; and] our activities, too, are Somewhat
dlifferIent. I think we could do much more
to attract tourists. As the member for
Claremont said, the present does not seem to
be the opportune time to incur the expense
necessary to provide proper accommoda-
tion. But until wve do offer suitable accom-
nmodation, we will not get very far in at-
tracting tourists from abroad. Within the
State, we can offer- tourist attractions for
the local people and also for those coming
from further afield. I have spoken to quite
a number of people who have been to the
North-West during the winter and] they
refer to the glorious climate there compared
with the colder and wetter weather experi-
enced down here (luring the season. I con-
sider that in a few years' time it will be
an accepted thing amongst the well-to-do
to travel north for the printer period. It
is only a matter of providing additional
accommodation and suitable means of
travel. Even now we have quite a fair
aerial service, and it would be easy for
tourists to leave Perth in the morning and
arrive the same day at some of the North-
WVest places that offer suitable tourist at-
tractions, and stay there for the wveeks or
months they wish to be away from home.

The South-West, too, is a paradise for
tourists, but there again we must offer ac-
commodation before we can induce people

to visit that area. It was mentioned in this
House a few weeks ago that Cave House is
always booked to capacity. I consider there
is room for dozens of Cave Houses through-
out the South-West and other parts of the
State. I would like to suggest what might
be done with regard to the South-West. We
have read recently in the paper of the itin-
erary of the Duke and Duchess of Glou-
cester. At one stage they will be staying at
a bush camp in the tourist reg-ion. I think
that a bush camp, properly organised,
would be a great attraction to city dwvellers
within the State and to tourists from over-
Sea. The Americans have exploited the
wild west atmosphere in their so-called
dude raches. Why cannot we have our
dude bush camips? When the IDuke and
Duchess have gone away, the camp that was
prepared for them could be mande avail-
able for tourists. I amt sure the ])reject
would take on, and that the camp would be
packed to capacity throughout the summer
months.

Speaking of tourists and tourist attrav-
tions, I cannot let the occasion pass with-
out referring to my own electorate arid men-
tioniing what we have there in the way' of'
scenic drives close to Perth. In my first
speech in this Chamber I mentioned the
pos~ibility of exploiting the one-day tourists
who, in the pre-war dlays, came and went
on the mail boats, which used to remain in
Fr-emnantle for 12 hours two days a wveek.
Within 25 miles of Perth in the hills there
are some of the best drives one could find
in the State and there are within conveni-
ent distance several hotels that are Suitable
for and do cater for the needs of the tour-
ist public. There is an excellent drive from
Perth through National Park just off the
Great Eastern highway to Mundaring and
Mundaring Weir. Mutndaring Weir has al-
ways been a centre of tourist traffic and al-
ways will he. There is a good hotel and the
proprVietor has always catered for tourists.
During his life as a hotel-keeper he has
Studied the position, and at various times
has been in communication with all the lead-
ing hotels in Europe. He can give quite a
lot of information on the way to set uip a
hotel to provide satisfaction for the guests.

From Mundaring there is quite a good
-almost a main-road to Kalaniunda,
where there is another good hotel. Then
one can proceed through the Bickley Val-
ley and out through Karragullen to Araluen
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and Canning Dam. One can return thence
via the Albany road. Theme is a good hotel
at Armadale en route. That tour would be
a 50-mile drive. For those who do not wish
to go the whole way, there are many short
cuts by which they might return to Perth.
They could travel via Kalainunda and Guild-
ford or via Lesmurdie or 1{elmscott. if
those drives were advertised a little more
it would be possible to run parlour coaches
or tourist buses every day of the week. The
roads are quite good. In fact, they are
main roads most of the way. It is hoped
that within the comig year the roads that
were formed before the war hut not hitu-
minised will be suitably surfaced.

I Commend to the Government the foster-
ing of the tourist trade to the utmost extent,
and suggest that as soon as possible, without
rostricting the building of houses, it should
erect or encourage private industry to erect
suitable tourist hotels or hostels throughiout
the State wherever opportunity offers in
order that tourists may be provided with
accommodation and thus be able to enjoy
oar tourist attractions. I have much pleas-
tire in supporting the Vote and I hope an
increasing anionat will be spent in years to
Come.

MRS- CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
18.41): I had no intention of speaking on
thuis Vote; but after having listened to the
eulogristic remarks of so many members
about the wonderful amenities that can be
had in Western Australia, I mast relate
a few of my experiences. I hm an old-
world traveller, and I think that some meum-
hers have gone ahead of what we can
really do in this State. We have heard
from the previous two or three speakers of
the wonderful things that Western Auvi-
tralia can provide, hut the first question
that arises is: Where can one get aceo-n-
niodation in any place in Western Aus-
tralia, unless one hooks from three to six
months ahead?7

Mr. Fox: You could sleep out!

MNrs. CARDEtLL-O LIVER: Sleep out, be
bothered! Who wants to sleep out in the
North-West with all the mosquitoes and
the sand flies? I visited the North-West;
and if the lion. memiber had been acquainted
with the sand flies, as I was, he would not
wunt to go there. One cannot obtain ac-
,coinmodation in the North-West; or if one-

does, it is in a place which is ant-eaten and
if one is not careful one, is likely to go
through the floor. On one occasion the
member for Mt, Hawthorn had that experi-
ence. His leg did go throug-h the floor at
one hotel; and I Can aIssure members, be-
cause I have recently been there, that with
my weight I had to be very careful that I
did not go through the boards. The mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn did have that ex-
perience and his leg appeared through the
floor into the dining-room! I did not hano-
pea to do that. If we are going to have
tourist trade in this State, we must provide
decent accommodation for the people. I
agree that in the North-West we have .
wonderful climate in the winter. It is t
winter resort, but there must be decent.
accommodation. I do not know much about
the South-West. I only know that a little
while akgo I wvent down there and I was
told, "'There is no place for you here. You
cannot sleep here tonight." There were
24 bedrooms in that hotel and only three
were occupied.

The Minister for Works: Was that at
Pinjurra?7

Mirs. GARDE Lb-OLIVER:- No, it Was
not! Although there were 24 bedrooms,
only three were occupied and yet I could
not get accommodation. Why? There was
no service in the hotels. I do not blame
the hotelkeepers. I found that there wva,
the hotelkeeper and his wife, and they were
without any servants at all. They could
not possibly accommodate the publie. We
talk about tourists Coming here!I First of
all we must provide for their accommoda-
tion and then we must provide the neces-
sary service. There is one point about the
North-West. There were plenty of tourists
On the boat but when they reached the
towns along the coast there was no place
where they could stay. All the hotels were
filled to overflowing. Of course, I shall
support the Vote because we must try to
encourage tourists to come to Western Aus-
tralia, but the Minister must first see to
it that accommodation is provided and that
the necessary service is available.

THE FRXAUER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne) [8.46] : I think hon. members
are almost inducing me to become profli-
gate with the State finances.

Mr. Watts: And loquacious!I
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The PREMIER: Members know that we
have increased tourist Votes for the past
two years. That has been done quite de-
JibcratifIy by the Government, which regard-
ed it as progressively a matter of investment
for this State. In this instance, we are
fortunate in our selection of the Director of
the Tourist Bureau. He is a man of ideas
and of great energy. Hie has already, with
regard to publicity and photography, re-
vived and restored the position so that we
shall be able shortly to do justice to the
many attractions that this State has to sell.
I feel it is not outside the bounds of possi-
bility for this State to sell £1,000,000 worth
of its invisible exports to people coming to
this State. If that be so, any inducement
the Government can give to stimulate the
tourist traffic will be offered. I do not know
whether members have seen the film first ex-
hibited in Perth recently. It was one of a
series contributed to by this State and by
other States for exhibition here and oversee.
The first series depicts Perth in a splendid
manner, not only from the standpoint of
the photography but of the descriptive mat..
ter on the soundtrack,

Tine exhibition of the film is not under
the direction of the Government hut is in
the hands of the circuit which controls the
Grand Theatre and its associated houses. I
understand it is being shown in four or five
theatres, and I think it is absolutely the best
picture of its kind I have seen exhibited in
Western Australia. The film is one of a
series that will not only show the nature and
beauties of this country but will deal withi
its industries and developmental activities
such as our public works, water supplies,
and the like. With regard to publicity and
publications that matter is also in hand be-
cause it is necessary for us to have up-to-
date literature in that directi-on. I am v'ery
heartened to note that members, in spite of
the tremendous increase in this Vote, are in
support of it. Only three years ago, £400
was spent in connection with the department
during the war period, whereas the Vote is
now in excess of £9,000, and I hope theru,
will be a further increase next year.

Vote put and passed.

T'te-Literary and Sci'entific Grants, etc..
£11,834-agreed to.

lVote-Miscellaneous Seriies, £1,101,661I

Item, Parks, Recreation grounds, etc.,
E5,350; and

Item, School sites, purchase of, including
title fees, surveys, etc., £2,000.

Mr. MeLARTY: I would like sonme in-
formation regarding these two items. The
former, dealing with parks, recreation
grounds, etc., refers apparently to those in
the metropolitan area. Will the Premier
say whether any money could be made avail-
able for expenditure in connection with some
country towns that have not any reserves acL
all at present? It seems to me that unless
those centres secure some reserves now, they
will not get them in the future. The places
I have in mind are growing rapidly, but
they have no grounds set aside for recrea-
tion purposes and "cry little for camping
sites, If help is provided for recreational

grTounds in the metropolitan area, I suiggest
similar assistance should be made available
to the townships I have in mind. There are
a few only. Most of the townsites were
surveyed by the Government which original-
ly owned the land, hut under the old titles
the land in the early days was privately
owned, with a result that no provision was
made for recreation grounds.

The PREMIER: The first item referred
to deals with thle maintenance and improve-
ment of reserves such as King's Park and
Point Walter aind also such work as is being
done on the foreshore at Crawley and else-
where, for which the Premier's Department;
is responsible. As to extending assistance
to country districts, I have in mind some
possibility in conneetion with the Tourist
Bureau. If local authorities find that they
have reserves likely to attract tourists hut
which are undeveloped, the Government
mnight be prepared to give consideration to
any approaches madei by such local bodies,
particularly where the improvement of the
resePrves would be beyond thLecapacity otf
the local authorities.

Dealing- with the second item relating to
the purchase of school sites, members, if
they refer to the Estimates over the years,
will, find that thle Vote varies considerably
according to needs and requirements, par-
tieiilarly in country districts. The expendi-
ture last year included the purchase of
school sites at Armadale and at other South-
We-t towns. Unfortunately, at this stage of
the history of the State, which is very little
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over a hundred years old, it is found that no
provision has been made in many instances
for the tlture in respect of land held by the
Crown. The tendency in the public mind
wherever the broad arrow, appears on n
map is to see that the area passes into pri-
vate possession. The Crown is in need of
hundreds of thousands of acres more in the
shape Of reserves for State purposes. On
the other hland, we have membners-I do not
think the member for Mfurray-Wellington is
entirely innocent in this respect-who want
reserves ceded fromt Crown possessions.

Mr. 3leLarty: No, I agree with you
there.

The PREMIIER: It is necessary for State
purIposes that these in-ens shall be procured.

Rteal, Expenditure as may be necessary
owing to war condlitions, £30,000.

Mr. THORN: The amount involved ini
this item is In-ge and last year's Vote of
£122,000 wats exceeded by £16,000. Will tile
Premier explain wvhat this item refers to)

The PREMIER: The item covers expendi-
tare such as annual long service and mili-
tary leave to meinbers of thme Public Ser-
vice. It includes railway fares and military
concessions to soldiers on leave and( tho.;e
returning- to their homes prior to discharge.
It includes the superannuation contributions
of nmember., of the Forces who are public
.eervants, and all such things incidental to,
;ind consequent ulponi, tile war. The Vote
last year covered the emergency stocks of
food in all parts of thme State, A.R.P. ex-
penditure and all things incidental to the
wafr.

Item, Recoup Rural Bank, Government
agency section, £50,000.

Mr-. LESLIE: Will the Premier inform
the Committee whether this item is in con-
nection with the esitablishmtent of the Rfural
and( Industries Bank or does it i-efer to
amiounts wr-itten off in connection with the
Rural Bank ? Does it concern the accounts in
filie Government agency section? Have the
amounts been written off altogether, or are
they included in the bank's books?

The PREMIER: Under the Rural and In-
dlstrics Baink Account, the agency section
uidertakes wvork on behalf of the Govern-

mient, which includes all accounts which were
not able to stand on their own feet at the
time of thle initiation of the bank. In re-
spect of thme work undertaken by the

agency section for the Government, the Gov-
erment has to make good the cost of the
administration of those accounts and an)
losses which otherwise would be incurred by
that instrumentality. The item has no re-
ference whatever to tile cost of the estab-
lisliment of the bank.

Vote put and passed.

[Mr. Maom took the Chair.]

Vote - Public Works and Buildings,
£2644123;

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. R. G. Hawkc-Northiam) [8.58]: Duritil
the last 12 mouths a considerable number or
permanent officers of the Public Works De-
partment have been demnobilised from the
Services and have returned to duty in the
different sections of the department. Fov
the most part, these officers have been key
meni in the department and their return to
duty has permitted a substantial speeding up
in the general activities associated with
public works in this State. As members will
know, the Stirling Dam in the Harvey dis-
trict was comnienced before the war began
and a fair amount of progress was made
wvith that undertaking before work on it hIl,
to be abandoned owing to the outbreak of
hostilities. During the last nine or ten
months, operations have been resumed] on
a fairly large scale until today .there
are- approximately 500 men employed there.
This does not mean that the work in con-
nection with the completion of the dam is
being earried out under the old pick-and-
shovel method that applied to a consider-
able extent before the war. The most up-
to-date earth-moving and earth-spreading
equipment has been located at the dam and
a great deal of manual labour has conse-
quently been dispensed with.

This dam is required to increase the
storage capacity of water in the South-
West for irrigation purposes. Initially the
departmental officers had a great struggle
to convince settlers in the South-West of
the undoubted benefits that would arise if
an irrigation system were established in that
part of the State. At the time there was
much opposition to the proposal. Leading
officers of the department travelled from
farm to farm and from district to district
in an endeavour to break down the hostility
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that had developed in the minds of many of
the landowners. Gradually the opposition
was broken down until a majorityv of the
landowners agreed to the establisment of
irrigation schemes, and to the reticulation
of water from the storages to the individual

As an indication of how opinion has
changed, only a few 'Weeks ago I. received
a deputation of settlers in the Benger dis-
trict requesting the very opposite of what
they had requested some four or five years
previously. On the first occasion they asked
the then Minister for Works, Hon. HT.Mil-
lington, not under any consideration to pro-
vide irrigation facilities in that district.
When they came recently to me, they strong-
ly requested that everything they 'had put
tip at a previous deputation he washied out
and that they should be given the benefit
that irrigation facilities undoubtedly pro-
vide.

The Stirling Dam is a very big under-
taking. '"hen completed it will store a
great quantity of water which will be avail-
able for the irrigation of additional areas
of land in the Harvey and surrounding
districts. The proposal of the Government
to raise considerably the height of the re-
taining wvall of the Wellington Damn will
enable ndditional water to be impounded in
that dam not only to serve the proposed
comprehensive scheme for agricultural
areas hut, what is equally important, also
to make available greatly increased quanti-
ties of water for irrigation purposes in the
Brunswick, Roelands and Collie areas.

'Mr. North: Has that scheme miet with
approval from the Commonwealth?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 'Che
application to the Loan Council for approv-
al to raise the money has received Federal
approval, but perhaps the hon. member has
in mind the proposed comprehensive water
supply scheme for country towns and agri-
cultural areas and whether this has yet re-
ceived Federal approval in the form of a
grant from the Commonwealth. I will deal
with that matter in a few moments. The
provision of irrigation services in the South-
West has undoubtedly greatly increased
production there. The most important bene-
fit from ir-rigation is that it enables a muchi
increased production of wealth from the
same area of land]. Farmers are Able ott
very small lioldinuLs to prodllce large quan-

titics of wealth and to go on producing
practically all the year round. If there is
one thing more than another that this
State needs, it is intense cultivation and
closer settlement to the greatest possible
degree. This is far preferable to any whole-
sale attempt to open tip completely new
areas of land. It is far cheaper for the
Government and for everyone concerned to
cultivate land intensely in districts already
served by public utilities such as railways,
roads, schools, hospitals, telegraph and
postal facilities and other amenities that
make commuiiity life not only possible but
also reasonably comfortable and attractive.
I imagine that there will be nothing but ap-
proval for the increased activities the Gov-
ernment is undertaking for the storage of
more water for irrigation and the provi-
sion of irrigation facilities for increased
areas of land.

Some few months ago the State made re-
presentations to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for a financial grant for the pro-
Posed large-scale water supply scheme for
country towns and agricultural areas. The
estimated total cost of the scheme is
£10,000,000 and it has been planned to serve
at least 10,000,000 acres of land, plus a
considerable number of country towns in
the Great Southern districts and] also in the
north-eastern agricultural areas. The
Prime Minister, when the Stale's request
was put to him, was extremely interested
and reasonably sympathetic. -Naturally he
wvanted to be assured by the expert officers
of the Commonwealth that the scheme was
well-based technically, that on the economic
side it was justified, and that financially
there was a reasonable prospect of its giving
a fair return to the State, directly as wvell
as indirectly.

The Prime Minister appointed a special
Commonwealth committee which will visit
Western Australia this month. Already Mr,
Loader, of the Commonwealth Works De-
partment, hafs been in the State in connec-
tion with this matter. Last week he met
at Narrogia representatives of the local
governing authorities in the Creat Southern
areas, a nd discussed various phases of the
proposed scheme with them. I understand
from the Director of Works, Mr. Dumas.
who was present, that the representatives ol
the local governing authorities wvere unani.
incus in their approval of the schemte, and
gave Mr. Loader to undlerstand that the3
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were aflxious for the- scheme to he proceeded
with as quickly as possible in order that its
bent-fits might he available in the shortest
period of time. When the full Commnon-
wealth committee comes to this State, it
will visit most of the districts concerned
arid wvill meet the local people, including
the settlers, and discuss with them in detail
their views on the scheme.

The sources of supply for this proposed
scheme will be the Wellington Dam near
Collie and the Mlundaring Reservoir, the loca-
tion of which is known to everybody. The
retaining wall at the Mundaring Reservoir
will be raised some 35 feet and the holding
capacity of the reservoir will he increased
at least threefold. The wvall of the Welling--
ton Dam will be raised about four times its
present height and the holding capacity of
the damn will be increased at least fourfold.
In effect, the raising of the Mundaring Dam
retaining wvail three times its present height
will he equal to the building of two additional
Mundaring reservoirs. That, I suggest, is
an undertaking of great magnitude and one
which, when completed, should he of tre-
mendous value as well to the farmingr areas
and country towns as to the goldmining in-
dustry, which is now expanding and which
we all feel sure will expand still more as the
years go by.

The raising of the retaining wall at the
Wellington Dam, will, in effect, be the equal
of three Wellington Dams. Therefore, these
proposed undertakings are of great import-
ance and will prove to be of great advantage
to the State in years to come. Work at Mlun-
daring has already commenced and at pre-
seat approximately 8O men are employed
there. This work is largely of a preliminary
character and will he so for some months,
mainly because of the present difficulty in
obtaining the supplies of cement that will
.he required in the more important work as-
cRociated with the raising of tho retaining
vvalL Naturally, we do not want work of this
character to compete with the house-building
programme of the State at this stage and
therefore we have planned the undertaking
in such a way as to enable practically all the
work for the first 12 months to he carried
out so as to compete only to a minimum
degree with the State's housing programnme.
However, when the time arrives that cement
supplies are available in considerable quan-
tities the work of raising the wall will be
pushed ahead with all possible speed. The

same procedure will of course apply to the
raising of the retaining wall at the Welling-
ton Dam.

During the past year, the Government
through the Public Works Department has
also given a considerable amount of attention
to the question of improving existing water
supplies in country towns and to plans for
the establishment of new water supplies in
a number of country towns at present not
supplied. Naturally, every country town that
has a water supply which is not adequate
waints it increased; and every country town
that has no water supply at all wants to see
one established. It is not possible for the
department in one year to meet every such
request. Therefore, most of the requests have
either to be refused or postponed and conse-
quently there is always considerable danger
of misunderstandings arising, the people in
each town thinking their claim to be the most
urgent and the most important. They can-
not, as a -rule, think it possible that some
other community in some other part of the
State has a more urgent or better claim.

That reminds me, if I might take uip two
or three minutes, of a deputation that waited
on the Hon. P. Collier some years ago when
he was Premier. He was travelling on the
North-Eastern Goldfield and bad had a very
hard, heavy day. The temperature was about
106 degrees in the shade and the last deputa-
tion that waited upon him did so at half-
past five in the afternoon. He was very weary
and found it difficult to keep his eyes open
while the local people were making their re-
quest. The request -was from a very small
place called Hawk's Nest, situated, I think,
between Morgans and Laverton, and was for
a school to be built there for the benefit of the
10O or 12 children in the locality. The last
speaker had a very loud voice. He had
noticed that Mir. Collier appeared to have his
eyes closed during the whole deputation, and
in his loud voice he went on to explain the.
case, He awakened Air. Collier completely
by saying that, although the small place of
Hawk's Nest might not mean very much to
the Premier of Western Australia, it meant
the whole damn world to all the people who,
were living there. That applies to some ex-
tent to every request that is made by every
locality to the Government; it matters not
whether the request is for a water supply,
roads, schools or hospitals, the local com-
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niunity making the request always feels that
it is the most justifiable of all the requests
put up in the State.

The Government will proceed in the near
future with wvater supplies for twvo or three
country towns and, as circ~umstances permit,
additional schemes wvill be undertaken.
Furthermore, in the towns where the schemes
at present are inadequate, extensions will
be made where such are considered justifi-
able. Every effort will be made to improve
the position of residents in country towns so
far as the supply of water to them is con-
cerned. During the winter of this year
and the winter of last year we had
considerable rain in almost all parts
of the State. The fact that we have
bad two very wet winters is apt to make LIS
forget the experience that somne parts of the
State had some two or three years ago. Jt
members will take their minds back to the
winter of 1944, 1 think, they will recall that
very little rain fell in somne parts of the
State, especially iii what are known as the
Lakes areas, K6nclinin, Kuhin and Lake
Grace. In the summer following that Win-
ter the Government was under the necessi ty
of providing a great deal of assistance to
farmers to enable water to be supplied to
them for domestic and stock purposes. The
Department of the Army co-operated mag-
nilivectly at the time in providing motor-
trucks and drivers to enable the water to be
transported from the various railway sid-
ings, at which it wvas landed by trains, to
the individual properties of the farmers in
need of the water.

The department has continued to try to
locate supplies of suitable water in those
particular areas. Suitable boring plants
have been manufactured by the State En-
gineering Works at North Freinantle. Those
plants have been made available under lease
to local authorities who, in turn, I understand
have hired them out to individual farmers,
with the result that a considerable number
of bores have been put down. The degree
of success achieved has, T consider, been
,satisfactory. Naturally, there have been
many failures. In some places no water at
all has been struck. In other places the
water struck has been too salt even for
stock; but a considerable number of success-
fu bi lores have been sunk and consequently
tl'e position has been made much safer in
those areas than was the case previously.

Additional boring plants will be manufac-
tured at the State Engineering Works from
time to. time, and wvill be made available to
local governing authorities as they find
farmers in their localities requiring them.

In the metropolitan area, the work of the"
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewverage and
Drainage Department has been speeded up
considerably during the last year. I think
that every member will recollect that the
Government developed post-wvar works plan.s
long before the war ended, the idea bein~g
that those plans would be available for puc-
ting into operation whenever the opportun-
ity occurred to operate them and that the;-
would be put into operation to the fullest
extent possible with the finances and the ma-
terials and the labour available. The build-
ing of new homes by the Workers' Homes
Board has necessitated extensions of water
supply reticulation and extensions; to the
Sewerage system, and these have been under-
taken to the fullest extent l)ossib1e with the
tnaur and materials available. Further-
more, the department hats undertaken the in-
stallation of Sewerage facilities in districts
which have not been served up to the be-
ginning of the war.

One of the districts in which a commence-
ment will be made in the near future In
the provision of Sewerage facilities is the dis-
trict of Midland Junction. I think this is a
district which should have been served very
many year.4 ago. It was not served because,
when the position was looked at on several
occasions before the wvar, the financial return
likely to be received from the sewvering or
Midland Junction was not as good as that
likely to be received from more thickly
settled new districts in the metropolitan
area. However, it seemed to me, and to the
Treasurer, that if that procedure were to be
followed now and in the future, MF.llair
Junction might never be sewered; and it
wvas considered most unjust to a very oldi
district in the metropolitan area, to weilh
against its claim the claimas of na~ee dlig-
tijts, and decide in favour of P~e newtr
districts merely because they were more
thickly settled and because the finacial re-
turn from them wvould be better than that
from Midland Junction. As a result of the
different type of consideration accorded to
the claims of Mfidland Junction on this oc-
casion, approval has been given for the
sewering of wvhat is known ai the '-\. 1 a1rea
in that (listrict.
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The district of Bassendean is also to be
stewered and some work has already been,
done in that regard. Other districts wvill iii
turn receive attention and the department
will push forward ats fast as possible in see-
ig that the sewerage facilities ire made
available in the metropolitana area. I think
it is one of the greatest aids to the improve-
ment of the health of the community and of
the preservation of the health of the corn-
inunity in thickly populated areas that deep
sewerage and deep drainage facilities should
be made available. The last two winters
have naturally brought to the department
many requests for drainage systems in the
metropolitan area.

Metropolitan members of some dis-
tricts at any rate will know that dur-
in each of the last two winters severe
floodings have occurred in the metropolitan
area. These severe floodings took place par-
ticularly in portions of the Belmont district
where some of the settlers have been put
into such a position as to make it impossible
for themn to carry on their operations. They
have been in that position for a period of
several months, so it will be realised that
their situation is extremely serious. They
naturally look upon the Government as the
authority which ought to do something very
quickly to see that same drainage system is
installed to wake it impossible for such
floodings to occur in the future. There is
one school of thought which suggests that
the rain of the last two winters has been ex-
traordinary and that we might not ex-
perience winters like them again for another
30 to 40 years. But no-one can be sure
about that, and therefore it is necessary to
give very close consideration to the flooding
problems which have occurred this winter
and last winter, and see whether schemes can
be devised and put into operation to safe-
guard the settlers concerned against similar
losses and difficulties in the future.

A great deal of consideration has been
given during the last 12 months or so to the
question of improving the harbours and har,-
bour facilities at Bunbary and Albany in
particular and, to some extent, in regard to
other harbours away from the metropolitan
area. The development of plans in connec-
tion with Albany and Bunbury has not been
ain easy matter, but the engineers concerned
have given a great deal of attention to
problems in regard to both places; and the
Government hopes to be in a position in the

reasonably near future to make publii-
declarations of policy in regard to both of
those ports. I think tbat when the Public
Works Estimates wvere introduced] last year
the State Shipyard wats still working, but
that it was mnoving quickly to a position
where it was likely to have to cease opera-
tions.

As members will recollect, the-State Ship-
yard was established by the Commonwvealth
for the purpose of building SOO-ton wooden
ships for the Department of the Army with
the idea that the ships would be used in thie
islands north of Australia. Several of suelh
ships were built, but soon after the war with
Japan finished, the Department of the Armyv
cancelled the balance of the contract it had
for the building of ships at the yard. This
activity did actually cease for a. time, but
subsequently the Commonwealth Govern-
went placed orders at the yard for the coin-
pletion of twvo uncompleted hulls and this
order, I understand, was placed by the Coin-
,nonweailth Government on behalf of
T.N.R.R.A. One of the hulls has since been
completed and work is going forward in re-
gard to the completion of the second hull.
Naturally the revival of activity at the ship-
yard was welcomed by all concerned, and it
has provided and is still providing a con-
siderable amount of employment for men
who are skilled and who became skilled in
that class of work during the wvar. Wlhen
the order for U.N.R.R.A. has been completed
the future of the yard will be uncertain, bit
wre are hopeful that orders may come from
somei other source; or it might be that addi-
tional orders will come from U.N.R.E.A.

The day-labour house-building organisa-
tion department has continued to operate
and I think it can be said quite fairly that
its operations have lbeen satisfactory. It
has been up against all the difficulties that
private builders and contractors have been
up against especially in regard to a con-
tinual supply of the requisite building
materials. I think it was the member for
W\est Perth who, this :,fternoon wrhen dis-
cussing another matter, pointed out the dif-
ficulties that builders and contractors are
uip against in framing- their estimates be-
cause of the uncertainty of a consistent
and full flow of building materials. This
is an extreme difficulty and we in the Pub)-
lie WVorks Departmenat probtbly have a
fuller knowledge of it because our day-
labour building organisation has been up



1042 [AS SEMIBLY.]

against it. However, the position has im-
proved siowly but surely and, with the
winter gone, I think we shall find that all
classes of materials wvilI come forward in
greater supply, thus overcoming many of
the difficulties with which those associated
with the building of houses have had to
contend during the last year or two.

The departnicn t's house-building organ i-
sation has built brick houses and timber
houses. Its costs of building have corn-
pared reasonably wvell with those Of pri-
vate builders and contractors. Questions
were asked in the House some weeks ago
as to the actual costs of our organisation,
and replies were given. Those sufficiently
interested to compare the costs of our de-
partment, through its day-labour organnisa-
tion, with those of private builders and
contractors, 'would be satisfied that the
comparison was favourable. However, xec
hope to do still better. We feel that with
the good weather now available and likely
to be with us for six months or so, and
with supplies of building materials com-
ing forward miore regularly and fully, our
orgaisation will be able to d10 evenl better.
I would like to pay a tribute to the manager
of the schemne, Mr. David Cough, and to
aill those associated with him, including the
building tradesmnen and the lahouters who
hmvc been working, on the houses. Most
of the tradesmen and labourers arc re-
turined Servicemen, end they have entered
into the work in the right spirit and with
the full realisation that houses are urgently
needed by the people. As a result, they
have given of their best in an endeavour
to se that as many houses as possible arc
built and occupied in the shortest prac-
ticable time under existing- circumstances.

The department has carried on a vigor-
Ails policy of repairing, renovating i&nd
gePneral maintenance of public buildings,
particularly schools and hospitals. That
policy has been speeded up as it has hne-
come possible to do so. Some schools have
had addil'ons mnade to them, and in odd
districts new ones have been built. Some
hospittals. have been added to and, gener-
ally, in view of the shortage of building
materials and building tradesmen the work
of the Public Works Department, throughi
its Architectural Branch, in the repairing,
renovating and maintenance of schools and
hospitals, has been excellent. That work
will he increased as time goes on and the

department becomes physically capable of
doing more than has been possible up to
date.

3Mr. Watts: W\hen will the new archi-
tectural building be finished 7

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It i s.
finished.

Mr. Watts: Is it occupied?

The MI10iSTER FOR W9RKS: Yes, it
has' been occupied for five or six weeks.
The provision of that new building and
the up-to-date facilities in it have greatly
increased the efficiency of the staff and
have enabled them to do much more work
and, I should say, better work than was
possible in the dreadful accommodation
they previously had.

The Traffic Department has struggled
wvitlh its many problems. The only phase

of its activities that I wish to refer to has
to do with the Safety Week which was
organised and carried through recently. I
express the appreciation of the department
to those responsible for the organising and
carrying out of the Safety Week pro-
grainime. It is universally recognised and
admitted that that effort was valuaible, and
it received a splendid response from
motorists and pedestrians alike. I quite
admit that a special week's effort in re-
gard to safety is not enough. It would he
foolish for anyone to think that because
there had been a. good response during-
Safety Week everything is now all right
so far as safety on the roads is concerned.
All those associated with Safety Week will
continue their efforts to improve the mea-
sure of saet upon the roads for motor-
ists and pedestrians. Provided there is
maintained the coninonsense, eare and co-
operation which were so obvious during
Safety Week, we can look forward to much
happier results than we have had in this
State for many years. The personnel of
the Traffic Branch of the Police Depart-
Tnent is being increased and will continue
to be increased as the services of suitable
men become available. As it is increased,
so will the regulations under the Traffic
Act he more strictly and widely enforced,
and consequently there should be a con-
tinual improvemient in the safety factor of
our roads.

The relationship of the local governmnent
section of the Public Works Department
with local governing authorities throug-h-
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out the State, has, kkuost without excep-
tion, been happy. There was, perhaps, one
unhappy incident during the year when the
department refused the request of the Bun-
bury Muuicipal Council to transfer to it
a portion of the Bunhury Road Board.
Apart from that, I do not think there was
one unhappy spot. Therefore, there has, been
a great measure of help given by the local
government section of the department to the
road boards and municipalities throughout
the State. I have not spoken of the work
done by the department in the North-West
in regard to water supplies, harbour facili-
ties, refrigeration and so on, because those
are matters to which the Minister for the
North-West will be able to address himself
when placing the Estimates of his depart-
nieat before the Committee.

The M3ain Roads Department has been able
to increase its work during the last year, but
it has certainly not been possible to meet
all the requests for financial assistance ade
to it by road hoards and municipalities. It
is remarkable that so many requests have
been put to the department by local authori-
ties. There seems to be an idea abroad that
the Main Roads Department is in a posi-
tion to enable all the local governing nuf'turi-
ties in the State to finance the carrying out
of the belated road maintenance and con-
struction programmes that almost all road
boards and] municipalities. have to undertake
owing to the accumulation of wartime ar-
ream. It must he remembered that the Main
Roads Department has a huge accumulation
of wartime arriars to make good on its own
main roads. During the war it was not pos-
sible for the department to maintain its
main roads in anything like reasonable
condition.

Mr. MeLarty: They stood up remarkably
well.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: one
lias only to travel over any main road today
to realise that the department wi'l have to
expend a hiuge sum of money dur-ig the
next two or three years in order to save it4
main roads, and restore them to the splen-
did condition in which most of them were
before the outbreak of war. I agree with
the member for Murray-Wellington, who

sasthat the main roads stood up remnark-
nbly well during the war, in view of the fact
that very little maintenance could be car-
ried out on them. It is a great tribute to

the skill and work that went into their con-
struction in the first place.

When I said that the Mlain Roads Depart-
ment could not meet all the requests made
to it from time to time by local authorities
I did not wish to give the impression that
local authorities would be wasting their 'time
in putting forward any requests at all.' Thu
department is anxious to assist financially
any local goveruing authority that can put
up a good case as to any particular road.
During the last two wiaters, owing to ex-
cessive rainfall and flood conditions, in many
country areas the local authorities have hadl
placed on them a financial burden that they
could not possibly shoulder. In many in-
stances the department has already agreed to
make financial assistance available so as to
enable local authorities to repair the damage
done. Where a local authority is able to
put up a good case to the department for
financial assistance, the department is
anxious to help. That is not an open invita-
tion to menihers to stir their local governing
authorities uip and get them to rush to the
department for grants of thousands of
pounds. It is a suggestion that every mein-
her of the Committee should ask his road
board or municipality whether there is any
possibility of a solid case being put up for
assistance.

The Department of Industrial Develop-
ment has continued to operate vigorously,
and to some extent successfully, I hope, in
the field of secondary industry in this State.
Work on the production of potash at
Chandler has continued and some progress
has been made in the effort to increase the
quality of the product. That problem is an
extremely important one. Considerable tech-
nical skill and knowledge have been concen-
trated on it, and there is reasonably good
ground for believing that the required im-
provemnent in the product will be achieved.
To the extent to which wve can achieve that
result the industry will be more safely
founded, and it will be possible to operate
the industry more successfully from a finan-
cial standpoint. The establishment and carry-
ing on of this industry have been costly. The
Treasurer has had mainy a headache over the
provision of finance for the industry and for
its proposed further development, but so far
the Government has maintained its faith in
the ultimate capacity of those responsible to
establish it on a successful basis, both
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as to the production of good quality be sound when applied to the development
potash for use in Australia and its produc-
tion successfully on a sound financial basis.

Mr. Thorn: You want a uniform test, also.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
There are some critics-particularly one in
the Laegislative Council-who lose no oppor-
tunity of condemning this industry. The
gentleman to whom I refer has a particular
set on it. Probably his opposition is based
much more on his political opposition to the
Government than on any merit that the in-
dustry might or might not possess. Conse-
quently he is always indulging in calamity-
howling against the industry, which is un-
desirabl and unwarranted. I feel sure that
in the long run the industry will prove itself.

Mr. Watts: You have not yet convinced
yourself of that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not ab-
solutely! A great deal depends on the suc,-
cess achieved in the effort now being made
to improve the quality of the product. If it
can be improved sufficiently complete suc-
cess, both financially and otherwise, will have
been won. If the quality of the product can-
not be improved to the required extent the
industry may not Pay its way entirely,
although production of adequate supplies of
potash will be available at all times. Even
if the industry does not pay for itself in the
direct sense, there are indirect benefits that
would make it worthwhile for any Govern-
ment to continue its operation, more especial-
ly as potash is not produced anywhere else
in Australia. The Comnmonwealth Govern-
ment is at present paying a subsidy of about
£6 per ton on imported potash and there
might be a possibility of the State being re-
imbursed for some of its present losses until
the time when the quality of the product has
been so far improved as to make production
at Chandler, without a subsidy, financially
sound. On many occasions when debate.
have taken place on the losses suffered by
the State in land settlement schemes, the
argument has been put forward that, whilst
there may have been direct financial losses,
there have been indirect financial gains and
that, on a balance, the indirect financial
gains have more than outweighed the direct
financial losses.

Mr. Thorn: It is a very sound argument.
The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: If it is

a sound argument to be applied to the de-
velopment of primary industries it may also

of secondary industries, especially in a State
such as Western Australia where it is diffi-
cult, against Eastern States competition, to
establish and maintain such industries in
operation.

Mr. Torn: Potash must have a value to
industry.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
wish to develop that argument at this stage
in regard to secondary industries, but it is
a point that ought to be borne in mind by
those who would criticise this industry on
the ground that it does not pay completely.

The charcoal-iron and wood-distillation in-
dustries at Wundowie are being established.
With the ending of the wvar, the work of
those responsible for obtaining plant and
equipment, etc., has become much easier.
During tho last six or nine months, progress
at Wundowie has been accelerated, and I in-
tend later in the year to try to give as many
members of Parliament as possible an op-
portunity to go to Wundowie to inspect the
work that has been done there. I believe it
would be an eye-opener to most members and
that everyone wvould get a thrill from being
able to inspect the work. The plant is an
extremely valuable one, and it would be
highly informative to the members who
undertake the trip to see what has been
established.

I read somewhere-I think it was in one
of the "Hansards" of the current session-
a somewhat severe condemnation of Wun.
dowie by a member of another place. He
condemned the project on the ground that
no production had yet been achieved. The
answer to his statement is that no production
was ever planned for the year 1946.

Mr. Thorn: We have not heard that from
the member for the district yet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, I
think he is very solidly supporting the Gov-
ernment in its effort to establish this im-
portant industry. The plant at Wundowie is
expected to go into production in March of
next year. The plant will produce the pro-
ducts of wvood distillation, and the timber
that remains after the valuable products
within the timber have been extracted will
be turned into charcoal. The charcoal will
be used as a fuel for the smelting of iron-
ore, and pig-iron will be produced as a result
of the various operations through which the
iron will pass. The industry has been
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located at Wundowie because most of the
raw materials are available there or very
near thereto.

This industry is being established as a
semi-commercial plant; I think it could really
be called a small commercial plant. The idea
is to test out the economics of the system
at Wuadowie. If, after making a thorough
test, the Government is convinced that this
industry can be established permanently and
upon a larg-e-scale basis, it is probable that
a large scale wood-distillation and charcoal-
iron industry will be located in the South-
West. We would hope in that regard to be
able to establish in the South-West what is
knowvn as a fully integrated steel industry.
We have been told by one or two iiroakers
that we could never hope to succeed in this
field in competition with the 1.H.P. Coy. We
gave the R.H.P. every opportunity and en-
c~ouragement to come to Western Australia
and establish a branch industry of its own,
but it did not regard Westen Australia us
being of sufficient importance from its point
of view. We were told that the local market
was too small to justify serious considera-
tion by the company, anid that it was finan-
cially and economically impossible for the
company to establish a branch industry here.
The REHP., however, is quite willing to bake
our iron ore from Cockatoo Island, ship it to
Newcastle and process it there. WeT feel that
it is our duty, by safeguarding the interests
of the people of Western Australia and try-
ing to establish industries for future genera-
tions, to make a very serious effort in the
field of establishing an iron and steel in-
dustry in this State.

Mr. Watts: If you can produce it as good
in quality and at a competitive price, every-
one will agree.

The MINISTER FOR, WORKS: I believe
that in actual practice it will be proved that
we can manufacture iii Western Australia a
higher quality of iron than the R.H.P. can-
produce at Newcastle because of the fact that
we shall be using the charcoal smelting pro-
cess whereas the coke smelting process is
being_ used at Newcastle. It is a universally
accepted fact that iron smelted by the use
of charcoal is superior in quality to iron pro-
duced with coking coal as a smelting agent.
Charcoal-iron the world over carries a pre-
mium in price at least £1 per to-n above iron
prodluced where coking coal is the smelting
agent. Consequently, in the matter of quality
we feecl that our product will be superior to

that of the B.H.P. Coy., and we hope that
we shall be able to compete with that com-v
pany in price.

By linking the wood-distillation industry
with the charcoal-iron industry, we spread
out- costs in such a way as should enable us
to produce a better quality article for at
least an equal p~rice if not a lower price.
However, that is something yet to be proved.
I am surre that the Lender of the Opposition
and indeed every member will he extremely
pleased if, in actual practice, these hopes
and prophecies, if members care so to regard
them, arc fulfilled.

iMr. Watts: It is your turnover that is
worrying mc. I do not see how you are
going to dispose of your production.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: I sug-
gest that there will be no shortage of de-
manci[ for charcoal-iron. We have already
received sufficient inquiries from this State
and from eastern Australia to dispose of
double the quantity we shall be able to pro-
duce each year at Wundowie.

Mr. Watts: But the Wbindowie plant is
only in the nature of a pilot plant or a
semi-commercial plant.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
shall produce at Wundowie 10,000 tons a
year. If we can carry on with that for
five, six or 10 years, the demand in Australia
will be increasing and wve may be able to
establish markets overseat for charcoal-iron.
If we can do that, and if the Government,
after at careful investigation of the whole
scheme, is satisfied that it would be justified
in establishing a large scale industry in the
South-West to produce say 100,000 tolls a
year, the Government would ask Parliament
for authority to proceed with the scheme.

The newspapers have already announced
that the State Government has succeeded in
making arrangements with the Common-
wealth for the State to take over the muni-
tions factory at W'elshpool. This factory
has been taken over uinder a lease, with the
result that the State Government will be in
control of the land and buildings at Welsh-
pool and will he able to lease them to the
owners and operators of a number of
secondary industries. This is a tremendously
valuable asset for the State Government to
control. If those buildings were not avail-
alble, it would be impossible, owing to the
present scarcity of materials, to provide for
the expansion that is taking place in a num-
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ber of secondary industries in this State.
Naturally, it is exceedingly difficult for the
owner of a factory to obtain a building per-
mit to extend his factory or to build a new
factory, or for any new firm coming to the
State to obtain a permit for sufficient build-
ing materials to erect a new factory. For-
tunately, we have all of these buildings at
Welshpool, which are now under our control.
We have allocated all of the buildings avail-
able there to existing secondary industries,
which are being transferred from other dis-
tricts to Welshpool; but I should say we
have reserved some of the space for the new
industries which we are hoping to establish
in the reasonably near future.

In that regard, members will have read in
the newspaper some time ago of the efforts
of the State Government to reach a position
when there could be established in this State
a tremendously important industry for the
manufacture of a certain class of machine
required in the agricultural industries. Those
negotiations are still proceeding. I was al-
ways led to believe by those who sometimes
sit in opposition to Governments and by the
general public that all the red tape is to be
found in Government departments and that
none of it is to be found in the field of
private enterprise.

Mir. Leslie: Most of it is in the Govern-
nient departments.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
found, and the Government has also found,
that a considerable quantity of red tape also
prevails in the field of private business, par-
ticularly in regard to the negotiations I have
mentioned. It has been necessary for one
of the private firns concerned to conduct
negotiations with London, and the branch of
the firm in Australia wvas not able to pro-
ceed-much as it would like to-until it
secured the approval of its London direc-
tors.

Mr. Watts: They have had so much
control by Government departments that
they are getting into bad habits now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I un-
derstand that this red-tape procedure has
prevailed, as far as this particular institu-
tion is concerned, ever since it was establish-
ed in Australia, and that goes back for the
last 60 or 70 years.

Mr. Watts: That is the exception that
proves the rule.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So
that institution has nothing to learn
from the Government; it may very
well be that the Government has
something to learn from it. However, we
are still confident that this proposed in-
dustry will be established here and that it
will be located at Welshpool. If it is, it
will prove to be of tremendous advantage
both from the point of view of providing
employment for tradesmen and semi-skilled
workers, and for providing farmers with a
machine for which they are desperately in
need at present and will be for ninny years
to come. The change-over of industry front
wvar to peace has gone on apace. Most of
the private engineering shops in this State
have settled down on a solid peace-time basis
and arc proceeding to supply the many
orders they ni-c receiving. Generally, in the.'
field of secondary industry there has been
during the last year substantial and ratify-
ing progress. Employment figures in second-
ary industry during the past year have
reached an all-time "high," which I am sure
is something that will be extremely satisfy-
ing to all members of Parliament and I hope
to every nmember of the community.

The only other item I shall refer to deals
with experiments being financed by the Gov-
emnient in connection with Collie coal, and-
it is probable that the Minister for Mines
will have much more to say upon this subject
than I will. The Government, through Afr.
F. C. Fox, who I think by this time is well
known to most of the people in this State,
has been carrying out vital experiments with
Collie coal. The main experiments have had
to do with the possibility of gasifying Collie
coal for industrial and domestic purposeb,
and also coking Collie coal, so that we might
no longer be dependent upon the importa-
tion of coke from eastern Australia for in-
dustrial purposes. It can be said with every
degree of confidence that the first experi-
ment, gasifying Collie coal for industrial and
domestic purposes, wvill succeed, although
there still remains the question of the cost
of reticulating domestic gas when it is fin-
ally proved that it can be produced from
Collie coal. The question of reticulation and
distribution of gas can be almost as import-
ant as the question of producing the gas
from the coal.

Mir. Watts: Probably more important.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is solid ground for believing that the experi-
ments regarding the coking of Collie coal
will also succeed. If they do, Western Aias-
tralia will have taken a very great step along,
the road of industrial progress, because if
Collie coal canl be coked and sold at a reason-
able price, then our industrial establishments
wilt be greatly benefited and their security
wvill be made so much greater than is the
ease while they have to depend upon tme
non-dependable source of supply in New
South Wales. I pay a very high tribute to
the work of Mr. Fox in this field. He camne
here sonic three or four years ago and was
practically unknown in this State. He had
a hard battle to fight in the early stages,
because all the established opinion here for
mny years was against his idea, the widely-
held belief being that gas could not be pro-
duced from Collie coal and that certainly
Collie coal could not be coked. The Govern-
ment was convinced by the ideas which
Mr. Fox put before it and by the case which
he was able to build up from time to time,
and therefore decided that the information
he had given us, hie being an engineer of
high standing, was of sufficient importance
to warrant our risking a few thousand-
rounds for experimenital purposes. 'We
therefore backed him financially and have
had no cause to regret our action up to date.
As I said a few moments ago, we have vecry
good ground for believing that the experi-
mits he has been conducting and upon
which he is still engaged will prove to be
completely successful.

Mr. Triat: Hear, hear!

Progress reported.

Hlouse adjourned at .10.9 p.m.

l4ehsishtai Qj0ntnif.
Wednesday, 2nd October, 1946.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

As to Estimated Cost of Referendum.

Hon. H. S. WV. PARKER asked the Chief
Secretary :

1, Has the Government obtained an esti-
mate of the cost of the proposed referen-
-dum concerning the Legislative Council?

2, If not, why not?
3, If it has, what is the estimated Cost

and how is the estimate arrived at?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

1, No.
2, Because the cost can be estimated on

the expenditure incurred at a genera! elec-
tion or the Local Option Poll held in April,
1921.

3, See answer to No. 2.

MINE WO3KE3,S' RELIEF FUND.
As to Benefits Paid to Pensioners.

Ron. C. B. WVILLIA'MS asked the Chic!
Secrebhrv: Considering the fact that under
the present Commonwealth scheme pen-
ssoners may, in addition to their pension,
receive up to £1l per week as against
12s. 6d. per week previously,

1, What is the position of the benefi-
ciaries under the Mine WVorkers' Belief
Fund who, at present, receive 12s. 6d. (or
less) per week above the 32s. Gd. per week
Comnmonwealth pension?


